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es EVE R AL ObjeQions baving 
been raiſed againſt the Diſcaurte 
I deliver d to you at my late Vi- 
tation; and which afterwards in 
compliance with your very carn- | 
Requeſt was made publick, cho never 1 
intended For that end, I cannot doubt of your 
patient and favourable Attention to a . 
dogs here offerid in its defence. 

1 muſt, in che fiuſt place, confeſs, that ſo 
many pernicious and heretical Doctriues — 4 
ed tome to have been of late openl . 
an amongſt us, that I thought I : 
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F NET; 
extremely wanting in my duty to Cad and the 
C 1 upon SEG ſo: ſolemn, and 
which cguld not tetutn in ſeſs chan three Years, 
I ſhould wholly paſs over this Matter in ſilence. 
I ſhould be ſorry, if it could be made appear, 

that in repreſenting any point of Doctrine the 
leaſt degree of due Care and Precaution had 
been wanting: But, ag my Deſign in the gene- 
ral was ſuch as every good Chriſtian — ap- 
prove, and, as no Man vas nam d in any part 
of my Diſcourſe, ſo, I might have hop'd, that 
had I been miſtaken in any particular, no Man 
would have thought himſelf much aggriev'd. 
This hath not, indeed, ſo ſucceeded: For, to 
ſay nothing of others, One, from whoſe pub- 
lick Station aud Character. better things might 
have been expected, in a long Poſfſeript of 
near foutſcore Pages hath condelcended to load 
me, almoſt in every Paragraph, with the worſt 
Reproaches he could think of; to all which I 
reply, that as I have not deferv'd, ſo I forgive 
them: But to his ſeeming Reaſons I fhall et 
deayour to give a brief and clear Anſwer. 
I am blam'd for complaining, that At- 
 tempts: have lately been made to deſtroy ſome 
of the principal Doctrines, not of ours only, 
but of the Catholic Church in all Ages; 
this Complaint is inveigh'd/againſt as moſt falſe 
And groundleſs, and the effect of mere Inven- 
tion; and I am ſo far on this Writer's ſide, that 
1 heartily wiſh my ſelf miſtaken, and that no 
Catholic Doctrine had been denied amongſt 
us: But it ſeems ſurprizing, that this ſnould be 
„zr | W; _ * queſtion'd 
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> | queſtion'diar a time, When all plaees are filbd 
1 with dose Patwphlets; wherein not only parti- 
„ cular Doctrines, ut che whole Chriſtian Reli- 
0 on hath been openly ridical'd. One of theſe 


—— now been moſt deſervedly cenſut'd 
by the Houſe of Lords, as <a mixture of the 
te moſt ſcandalons Blaſphemy, Profaneneſs, and 
4 Obſeenity, and which doth in a daring im- 
c pious manner ridicule the Doctrine of the 
« Trinity, and all reveal'd Religion; who 
have farther appointed a Committee ro enquire 
whence it comes to paſs that ſo many blaſ- 
phemous Books have of late been publiſh'd, 
and to conſider what may be the fitteſt me- 
thod to prevent the like Impieties for the fu- 
ture. But I am perſuaded, that to you, my 
Brethren, to whom alone my Diſcourſe was 
originally addreſſed, there wanted no farther 
oof than that which follows in the very next 
Words of my Charge, not over-look'd, becauſe 
recited by this Writer, concerning the revival 
of the Arian and Semi. Arian Tenets; the 
truth whereof is not denied. If this be — 
an inſufficient ground for ſuch a Complaint by 
this Writer or any other Perſon, it muſt - be 
becauſe he doth not think the Doctrine of the 
true Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord, or that f 
the Holy Ghoſt to be truly Catholick: I ſhafl 
readily own to all the World, that theſe are 
ſuch, as paſs with you and me, and I doubt 
not, with the Clergy of Bangor allo, for Ca. 
tholict Doctrines: And if this Writer under. 
takes to prove tlie contrary, his Reaſons may 
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lo 8 e bn; the wean while 
2 an ey . iftieation of hargg, 
_ even in chis Poſtſcript, Whetein he hach made 
ae r0d — lsjars of my avi 
brought railing and falſe eAceufabiont agg! 
himſelf and others, he heath bon pleasſd to 
own and maintain a great part of thoſgohery 
8 with 3 —— ws 1. — 
plainly i ereby con ming 18 WAH.» Train 
unjuſt OCenſures; as will farther . _ 
that which follows. 

The next C 


omplaint is, that: thole Men 
have been blam' d, Who are for uniting che 
Arians aud almoſt allother d ects of Chrijuans ; 
and this, without-xenouncing their Errors (for 
of ſuch only is the Queſtion):is the ſame. vi- 
Jfeble Communion,” Why this Writer ſhould 


ſuſpect that this was aid of hunſelf, and why 


he 1o ſuddenly takes fire on ſeveralother -Oc- 


caſions; particularly, when the, undermining 
of Catholiot Doctrines, aud the revival of 
Arianiſin is mention d, where he is neither 
nam d nor deſcrib'd, nor was, to the beſt ot 
my remembrance, ſo much as thought of by 
me, I ſhall leave others to judge. As to the 
Deſign now mention d, he openly deſires to 
be a Sharer in tbe Glory of it, "(which I hall 
willingly leave to him;) and blaſſea, ſaih he, 
ane they who haue contributed to ſo gnod 4 
Hart (i. a0 But, how far any of the Par- 


bus, wham he hath mention'd as agreeing in 


the ſame Seutiments with — — would have 


take 
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upon me rtb derer müde. I ai hot willing 
een y: third|Perfon:in thisCotwoverſy.; 
hopes that my Lord of Canter 
4 ardorotheymonvioning his Name, in 
ode xo obſerwe, tar ehe Words recited: from 
a gegen of His prezehed above thirty Years 
ſitioe, o ich Nin my Hands, were not 
ti promotes the e of 69712811 
APIAS and aint lafit ot her Sec re af Obrific- 


arb hlwover they my Aiſfer from ons ano- 
chen asirs Opinim, i the [ame v3/ible Com- 


any 6 for Which end they were cited. The 
RAS runs thus = It has. never gone well 
<-> ithh& Chat of Chriſt, ſince Men have 
geen fo natrow Ipirited, as td mig the Con- 
«<2troperſics of Faith with their publick Forms 
chef Worſhip; and have nude thei Litargict, 
c juſtead of being Offices of Devotion to God 
«/becoine Teſts Cenfuregef the Opinions 
«::0f/their Brethien2! Which Wordle, tho they 
may ſeom to laacbt his way wen regdiby th m- 
felyes;} will be Wund tu have no ſuch Tanzenty, 
when confider'd togetber! with! other Parts 05 
the ſane Diſcotirſe ii TheTirld of chis Diſcourſe 
is this: An Heu arion tu r Charity 
amd Union among Proreffantu which may in- 
ſorm the Reale, thar -rhe>Uniow thereim te- 
commended was nor deſigu d fbr che Compre- 
benſion df" Arias; or others who diſſont rom 
us iu vac ipal Artioles of Fathʒ but only of 
thoſe, who heing commonly \kbown:: Fg the 
Nameof P rote flees are divided from one ano- 
"ey dy. 7 of leis > Tanſequiger. Agrees: 
Lond 


| 18-1} 
_ ablyro/this Deſign, the twofirlt general Heads: 
of fr Piſcourle: ate A Ms 15 That 
4 there may be differences in matters of leſſer 
moment, between very good and zealous, 
< Chriſtiaps, without any juſt reflection either 
% upon the Men, or upon their Religion. 
II. That theſe Differences ought: got to hin - 
der ſuch Perſons from W prog not 
<' only in a common Charity; but, if it be poſ- 
< ſible, in a common Worſhip. of God too.“ 
In the progreſs of this Diſcourſe we ſind that 
the Diſſetences about matters f leſſer moment 
are underſtood of Differences about indifferent 
#hings, and ſuch as relate to Order and De- 
cency (p. 28, 29.) But thoſe Men who do not 
agree with us in the Fundamental Doctrines 
of Faith, are expteſsly excluded from the uni- 
on here recommended: (p. 15.) „ But here 
therefore I muſt deſite, ſays he, not to be 
miſunderſtood. For when I ſay, that Chri- 
e ſtians may, without any danger to them 
ſelves, or diſparagement to the truth of their 
Religion, differ with one another; I mean 
only (as the Terms of my Propoſition} ex- 
« preſſly ſhew) in leſſer Matters, ſuch as do 
not concern the Fundamentals of Faith, Ga.“ 
Again he tells us expreſsly, that he ſpeaks, of 
ſuch as are ##ited in the common name of Pro- 
teflants, and are join d together, in the cam 
on profelſſon of the ſame Faith, at leaſt in 
all the neceffary Points of it (p. 26.) It a- 
nother place he ſpeaks thus to the ſame pur - 
poſe: „It is certain, that adi all dur other 
R * Diviſions, 


[og ] 

Dixiſions. Me are. et on all ſides agreed in 
* whazlaeyer is Fundamentsl in the Faith, or 

1 neceſſary vo be believ d e us 
1 in — york our . Wh gy cn 
We malt not deſtsoy, „N Prigci- 
*. . 16ur ey but 9 240 70 enlarge 
<. the, Commiunion;.of: Ohriſtians, (P3122) (7 1 
Then aſter a d Sentences relating 80 öhe Cor- 
roprions of the Church f Rome, folloms che 


Paſſage heſnre cited: It is uo doubt a very 
f deſirable t g 10 ſeſſen the 1 vans 
« Chtiſtians, to enlarge their Communion 


4. as fat as We 3 it has never gone 
« well wich the Church of brit, ſiace Men 
5 have been ſo narrow ſpirited as to mix the 
s Conte verſies of Faich wich their blick 
Forms r Morſhip: aud have made cheit Li- 
* turgies inſtead of being Offices of Deyotion 
&, 32 God, become Taſts and Cenſures of the 
ions af their — ray But yet When 
is dave the Truths of Chriſtianity muſt 
60 not N wp cace of Chriſtians ; 
« gor the Honour of God be given up 0 keep 
2 4 Unity and Cammunion with one ayo- 
her, (p. 23.) . Hege we doe, Nn be Arch- 
was not for giving up the Truths of 
Chee zanity; or F. thing Which among Pro- 
teſtants is 95 N Fundamental for 
the ſake of Union; nſequently, that bis 
Words could not poſſibly have * perver 4 
to ſavout the nit ing of Arians with a 
90255 of Chang, however they ma 
differ fir fume autor 70 Opinian 1 
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fume-vi/ile" Communion > without Hoparating 
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which immediately follow,” Of w ddeteſta - 
ble practice I perſunde my ſelf this Wiitet 
could not be guiſry ou of Deſign, and there- 
fore am rather itſelia d to hope thatohe took 
the Archbiſhop's Words on truſt from others, 
my W hOm be ought not ro have p ˙ονꝗ ſo muc 


"Confidence, efpeciallys in an Affair which ſo 
nearly concerns the Reputation of ſo great a 


N. 5 and his own ropulit an. I ſhall 
not ſoſe time to enquite, whether the ſame un: 
faſr method hath been us d in repreſenting the 
Senle of other Aàthors mention d on this Oc- 
cuſion ; tho' there is no reaſon! rethink that 
one hath been mote faithfully cited than ano- 
ther: But for my ſelf, I ſhall freely acknow- 
ledge, notwithſtanding what hath been ſaid to 
the contrary, that I thought, and do ſtill think 
St. Pauls Precept to irejet? Hereticii, and 
that of St. John fotbidding to recerve them 
into our Houſes, might and ought to be the 
rule of treating Hleroticſs iu all tber Ages, as 
well as that of the Aoaſtier. Tis ſaid indeed 
by this Writer, that the firſt Hereticks were 
Mic teu Oppoſers of the Truth (p.zre.y Where- 
by if it be intimatred that none, who now - 
poſe ehe Truth, ate wicked Oppoſers of rhe 
Truth, this is hat cannot poſſibly be prov d 
1:hope,: I may venture to: affirm, that'oppojong 
the Truth is now a wickedthings aud that rhe 
Truth may now be a/icked/yoppus'dy-and-that 
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fuch as thus oppoſe ir, may noh, heir as 
r 44 $i breac 


J 
— conſequentiy. excluded om 
Communion, as well as in the Apoſties Days. 
LE EEE 
A by tne general practice of the Churcb, 
in gyery Century ſince. chat time: and that 
thoſe particulatmly who deny'd-the true Nivini- 
ty of our bleſſed Lord were thus treated in the 
next Ages after the Apoſtles,” the Learned Bi- 
ſhop Ball hach fully prov' d. If thoſe, Who at 
this time openly impugn our Lord's Divinity, 
be the Perſons whom this Writer calls (p- 210, 
211.) As gobd Chriſtians, as true well Waſhers. 
to the Coſpel, as great Ornaments. and De- 
fenders of | all; Religion at ever liud, and 
ſome of the, greate##f Promoters of the Truth 
that ever the Church of Chriſt hath been ble. 
fed with I am the leis ſurpriz d, ſince I ſind 
ſo much of bis Satyr hath been ſpent againſt 
the Council of Nice and its Decrees ; and ſince 
he openly ridicules thoſe, who think it would 
be of ill conſequence to the Church, to have 
Ariana and Socinians made Prieſis and Bi- 
ſhops; to ſay nothing of the great Concern he 
hath expreſs d in ſeveral other parts of his Poſt - 
ſoript for the Revivers of d criptural and Pri- 
mit ive Chriſtianity, as our modern Arians 
falſly call themſelves. * But, ; whatever hi, 
Writers Opinion may be of theſe Men, I am 
ſure it will have ſome weight with ou, that 
from their. firſt a ance in the World they 


have been, agreeably to the rule of Scripture, 
excluded from Ce ion by the Canons of 
11% rel * B 2 ood the 


the uni vol A Chüf cht no w entüded, 
by thoſe of the Church ef Rug lam, and other 


Proteſtant Churehes; and cater with alt the 
Sects mention d i my former Diſesurſe he admit · 
ted thereto, without dhe sui, ovetthd W f 
our! Ecole ſin lic Conſtitition! Ia r Wri- 
ters actount this indeed will pafs for a very 
great Improvement, and no hartſul overthrow; 
7 om —_— us, that = Project is con- 
ſiſtennt with 4 Liturgy and a Epiſtopaty , 
(p. 14% which! — — 2 
a very greit faveur : the"; what fort of Litur- 
g will be contriv'd for thoſe who think 411 
Liturgies and Set Forms of Devotion unlawful; 
or of Epi ſropacy for ſuch, as think it repug- 
nant to God's Word for dne Mimiſter to be ſu- 
perior to another, I eannot yet imagine: And 
1 muſt farther confeſs, that as I heartily bleſs. 
God fer that grave and ſerious Liturg y, and 
for that Primitive Form of Church Govern- 
ment, Which he hath been pleag'd thro' his 
moſt gracious Providence to eſtabliſh amo 
us; and am verily perſuaded, that "Obedience 
is due to the Laws of that excellent Church 
whercof we are Members; to thoſe which reject 
 Heretiths from Communion, as well as the 
reſt; ſo 1 am in good hopes it will not be 
thought criminal · in any Biſpop, at leaſt till the 
new Scheme is farther open'd and explain'd; to 
exhort thoſe under his Charge to maincain'onr 
preſemt Conſtitution, and to have à watchful 
Eye upon the Behaviour of ſuch as are known 
de have-fornd Deſigns agaluft- 1. 


'F 103 1 

1 a aſter this: artacled for havin 
| ſhit char there ate fome;”who rafſers rbat 
err of Error, eutept theſe whith- immedi - 
ately relate to practice, are innocent and un- 
SAameuble, with ſome other Poſitions relating 
this Doctrine, which follow in the ſame 

zh. am often call d upon and requi- 
rec, to name amp one ſerious Writer of this 
Opinion; and te do this Lam declar'd to be 
oblig'd in Honour and Conſcience.” Now, ſince 
there are ſome who have haſphem d God, and 
ridiculed all reveal d Religion; why ſhould it 
occaſion fo much — to hear of others 
who maintain that all, except practical Er- 
ors are innocent; and conſequently that one 
who doth not act directly again the Dir- 
ſares of his own — may ſafely em- 
brace the Mabometan, or any other Doctrine 
 Wharſvever? And why am I fo ſtrictly ob- 
lig d to name ſome Writer, by whom this O- 
pinion hath been publith'd ? As I have yet 
nam d no Perſon, ſo neither have & oſſer'd the 
leaſt Mark or Chatacter which can poſſibly: be 
apply d to any Perſon whatſoever who 'hath 
not maintain'd this Opinion; and therefore, if 
I ſhould happen to have been miſtaken; and 
if no ſich Opinion ſhould ever have been men- 
tion'd ; no Man can poſſibly receive the leaſt 
nth from my haſtake.. 1 might farther” ask, 
why tis ſo abſolutely neceſſary that ſome Per- 
To ſhould be named who hath” defended this 
Opinion in wreting £ Give me leave for once 
to ſuppoſe, that this-and other Opinions of the 


n like 


1 3 
like nature, cho never printed or committed 
to ting, have been openly proſeſs d anq,⁵ 


induſtriouſſy propagated in ſeveral Parts ob the 


Kingdom, and particularly in: my n Dio- 
ceſe? Would — lawful for me on this 
occaſion toſexcite as far as lies in my Power, 
the care and vigilance of my Qlergy againſt. 
them? The auiwer to this hath in 
eſſect already been given in the negative; for 
to do this would be to proceed upon Infor- 
mation; which, in 4 folemn Charge to Clerg 
mem, is a thing which never any Biſhop .did 
fore, as this Writer believes; (p. 2675-268.) 
aud which, in his Opinion, 4s higbiy unbe- 
coming the Character either of 4 Hiſbop, 4 
Profeſſor, à Divine, or a Scholar. Now, if 
inſtead of - /nformat ion in general, he bad {aid 
falſe Information, there would indeed bave 
been more ground for this Clamour; yet the 
hole of it would not have been true: For, 
how unbecomiug ſoever it may be to the Chas 


Srbolar, to do any thing upon fai/e Informa- 
t iom; yet I am afraid, there are too many In- 


ſtances wherein this hath happen d, and that, 
_ more ſolemn and weighty, —— than 


Dioceſe. I have ſaid indeed in one part of 
Charge, that I was inform d of a certain 
Fact, which, il true, might eaſily be learn'd 
by the Retation-of others, and could not poſ- 
ſibly be known to me any other way. Had 1 


been miſtaken, I dare not _ the [ti ncerity of 


* my 


rater of 4 Biſhop, Profeſſors. Divine, or 


the giving a Charge to the Clergy of a ſmall 
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amy)Condact would have iuſt h me; but, l 
hope, that at Feaſt in this | Writer's Opinion, 
it would very much have alleviated. my Of- 
fence. There is not, however, the leaſt oc- 
caſion for any ſuch Excuſe; neither he, nor 
any other Perſon: having been able to prove 
that what I was isfurm'd of was otherwiſe, 
than literally and moſt exactly true. He, there- 
fore, having not the leaſt Pretence to ſay any 
thing againſt the Truth of this particular Ja- 
formation, Haran S, in general Terms 2 
gainſt proceeding by this way of Information, 
aud taking upon Truſt as he ſometimes calls 
it. He inſinuates, that even every Article of 
my Charge entirely depends upon Informati- 
on With this Accuſation he introduceth his 
Poſtſcript, and to leave it upon the Readers 
Memory as a Circumſtance of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to his Cauſe, he repeats it a little be- 
fore his Concluſion in the Words juſt now cited. 
Now it might have been expected, that this 
'Writer eipecially in this very place where he 
hath expreſs d ſo much Reſentment againſt 
proceeding upon luſormation, would have 
truſied none but Hie own: Eyes. But how 
faithfully he. hath obſerv d his own Rule, may 
be learn'd from an luſtance before produc'd; 
to which I: ſhall: deſire leave to luboin one 

more, already taken notice of by another Au- 
thora in theſe Words: I doubt I have ſaid 
too much, in ſuppoſing his Lp to be fo 


eren e ee ee 
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1 261 
vet welt read in Mr. Chillinguurth; for up m 
looking into his Wor ks: for the Paſſages 
quoted out of him in p. 238, 239, 240. uf 
e his 4aſt Book, and finding ſome very mate - 
e rial Omiſſions, I have diſcoverd that his 
sI. -p did not take them from the Authar 
.<«; himſelf, but at ſecond hand from Dr. Clarkis 
1 Preface to his Scripture Doctrine p. 13, 14. 


„here are all the P s with all the 
<.ſame Omiſſions, with this difference, that 


& the good Biſhop hath given us the Words of 
4 Dr. Clerk; which - cantain'd the Senſe of a 
Latin Quotation not Englithd by Mr. Chil- 
ling worth, as if they had been his.” Thus 
it ſeems he hath done; but, perhaps he will 
not allow me the ſame liberty which he takes 
himſelf; and tho' he ſhould do fo, others 
might not think me ſufficiemly juſtified by his 
Authority; and therefore I ſhall deſire leave 
to 9 — — I _ 
confeſs, I never t t it any Diſgrace fo 
me to ĩmitate. It is 5 4 Peru, —_ _ 
doth not to have been Profeſſor 4 
Divinity — — but he is allow- 
ed to have been a good Hiſhap, a learned Di- 
vine, and an excellent Scholar, and conſa- 
uently was endued with all thoſe Characters, 
which this Writer —— mention'd, 3 
Perſon ſo th y Lell ca d once at leaſt 
adventur d, an this too 4 — moſt _ 
Charge, to proceed upon the Iaformat ion 
— I will make bold to give * np 
Bagg ords ; 


1 
% It ir reported commonty, ſaitch he, 
There bs Forniration among you 3 an 
ach Rarwitar iam as ir oF ſo mugh as uam d 
1 Gentiles, that one. ſhould. have. his, 
Father's Wifei' 1 Cot; v. g.. This is indeed a 
moſt heavy Charge, and ought not in Honour, 
or Conſtrence, according to the Rule laid down 
by this Writer, to have harg d upon them 
from common report, or without naming the 
Author of it: Vet this good Biſhop, this ſearn - 
ed Divine, this great Scbolar, though other- 
wiſe; and not only gave herenpon a moſt ſe- 
vere Admonition to the whole Church, whete · 
in this Fact Was reparted to have been com> 
mitted, but immediately ſentenc d the Oſſen · 
der to be qc ] Unicated, and deliver d ver 
ta Setan;; And 1 ſhould; be glad to learn ſon 
what other, ground beſide that of Information: 
the Cenſures either of Ercleſiaſtical, or Cuil 
Courts muſt ba built. I hope this Wiiter will 
ot inſiſt, that no Sentence whatſocyer muſt 
be pronounę d. before the Offenders have con: 
fels'd their [Crimes in Print. Butz if eveft in 
the higheſt Oenſures, I my delß or any other 
Judge, may and ought: ro proceed upon Infor- 
mation ; where was the: greax Fault or Abſür- 
dity of depending on it in giving an Exherta- 
tion to my Clergy, whereby neither the Re- 
Putation, nor the Civ, or Hreleſiaftical Rights 
of any Perſon whatſoever! could be prejudiod, 
even tho" it ſhould have happen'th; that in re- 
Kauen ee particular r F _— 
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Brethien, ot a fo 
hatſocyer, At 
Ward think that T have done my tlg con. 
ltere with | Fatter, either a8 a Criſti au, 
br 250 4 Bidoß, tho” Tihould allow my ſelf, in 
this or aby other Caſe of the ſame nüture, to 


1 proceched pon Tnformaron And, the” 


a Whites had been in my 

95 there Was flot the leaſt Neon for 

mextb diſcover his Name, having uc Intentiog 

4 Saber Te etre hin, or to Enter in 1 50 oo 

t with d, ' bite TY 
my 55 Tk 


ort Ny us * . 0 
red, to be guard ; Feſt whilt we 
ber influence of his 
ber whit — 205 Chef 
ven ſeorr. — 1 = = 
ei 
very atwilling to tire your Patience 
Hows Cirations foby Books, Which -- 
r Minds, dr thoſe of any other 
= Readers, che leaft N Mig 2 f. 
Was ee now deſire 
15 leave 


hs 


Wendt 


. 
me the 
— Gin us 
oben, mch lefs m Conſe 
With this Wiiter's demand; 0 bet 
Mea wißh to have buried in perpetüaf 
er; nevertheleſs, leſt chere ond remain” 
the Heads of Matter laid before you ar 
fication, ary degree of due Care or 


Cite 


1890 


0 ao 


MO 

fe aut o , 

3 ved be Found 2 a KY 88 7 . 

Junocency E r. afſerted and Fe 

The Writer of "which Bock 1 Gs awe, 
116 am call'd upon to do, he h 


e fit to publiſh his rue 
the Word ; but Fe Ba of the News i 


may perhaps, if he pleaſeth, ſupply this Pay 
In 55 Book (p. ky ). there are. theſc Words: 
„ Whilſt Error continues in the Mind, it 
c has no other Evil in it than Thought has; 

« which, whilſt it has no connexion with 
4 E is never teckon'd Evil.“ A gain 
(p. 28.) „ I conclude chat either the e 
4 Mankind, Chrift yy is has all i got 5 
« {ed for e not trul 


told 

7 9 his Epquiry at che lt 18 

* which be xt N by, ot elſe 
CC CY 


« Errors, WH 9 4 IT. org . Ao 
6 w in d., Again (p. 31.) « 
7 and only had Pore of error 


6 FL and 
« neous Perſons ate ſuch as ert and 
4 warne to, and juſtify their mate Er- 
« ror.” another place (p. 5. 6. thele 
Words; e is the Aſſent of che Mid to 
« a thing as true, which is not fo. If chis ex- 
tend no farther than the Mind, tis what 1 
« call Error. If a Man proceed wpon 
% * had 1 * 5 his e 
r is cheg A | 
far this latter ſort. of gore falts un 
e of _ or of a much 
ah that of 8 will . 
om 


L 
1 Bom tte cute Diſcoutſe"> 18 order 46 
die whic 


. his clear beybnd"Difp ſe, Vil art 
. Etrors are 80 can n ueithabl i 
28 ſo far is he fom'cbrifining*chis Diſcourſe 
to Cbriſtiant only, that he phinly Toþlies he 
ad" no, defign to 'exchide* Mahometany, or 
_ Heathens : © need not ſpeak à Word, {/arth 
4 he, reckoning ſeveral ſorts of ſimple Er. 
e rort) about the Heathens or the Maho- 
t metans, which make up (if we believe Mr. 
«+ Brerewobd's Computation) twenty fix Parts 
of thirty of the World (p. 10.) “. So that 
in this riter's Account, the Errors of all 
theſe Perſous ate innocent, and not puniſhable 
b God, unleſs they happen to be practical. 
; 15 ve no reaſon to conceal from you, thatthis 


a 
Author ſometimes ſpeaks of Sizcerity, and of 
| Fearthing after the Truth; but how far he 
extends theſe, we may learn from p. 13, Sc. 
V here we find that among ſimple Errors which 

are not offenſive to, or puniſhable by God, 
he reckons thoſe which proceed from follow- 
ing the Authority of other Men; ac, for Ex- 
ample, of Parents, Nurſes, Maſters, Friends, 
and ions Writers, Whether ſacred or profane, 
rear Perſons, &c. thoſe alſo which ſpring 
from pre. conceib d Hypotheſes; and, even thole 
which are the effects of predominant Paſſions : 
Under which laſt Head you will find this re- 
markable Paſfage (p. 18.) „If agy Paſfion 


4 thetefore predominates, and weighs more 
n with us than the cooleſt Reaſon does; we 
* cannot but err; tis our Misfortune, tis our 
ene 12 Frailty, 


* SS v5 Vv or TT "os. nm. Aa 3 


4 Frailty, tis our Infirmity, and we are unhap- 
«py in it, but not our Fault, or Crime.“ it 


feen, or any other Error whatſoever, ſo 
long as this Error doth not terminate in Par- 


Is this a Crime ſor Which I am to cx 
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is therefore no Fault at all in the Opinion" of 
this Author, to be led into Mabometiſin, or 


tire, even tho' we ſhould be thus led either 
by our own Prejudices, or predominaut Paß 
ſionc. I am blam'd for having deſcrib'd it as 
the Opinion of ſome Men, that Errors oppo: 
ſire to the Chriſtian Religion, hut having no 
immediate tendency to Practice are innocent 
and unblameable, when they proceed from the 


Dictates of Conſtience But here is an Au- 
thor who affirms that the ſame Errors are in- 


nocent and unblameable, when they immedi- 
ately ſpring from predominant Paſſions. Which 
being rhe Caſe, I had far more cauſe to fear 
that I ſhould incur. the Diſpleaſure of good 
Chriſtians, for not having ſo fully laid open 
{ome of the worſt Circumſtances of the Princi- 
ples of this ſort of Men, than of having it in- 
ſinuated in relation to any part of my Charge, 
that my only Deſign was te make the Ears of 
my Hearers to tingle, aud this, without regard 
to Truth or Juſtice. | But after all; had I real- 


ly been fo unfortunate as to fail thro' Inadver- 


tency in this or any other part of my Charge, 


or thro' my Concern for the great Truths of 


Chriſtianity, to be ſo far tranſported as to mil- 
take in ſome Points the meaning of thoſe Au- 


thors, who ſeem'd to me to undermine them; 


ct no 
ardon ? 


8 
8 
1771 


'« inward Perſuaſion, or in other terms, with 
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TAIT "4 
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11 


Pardon ? Haye get the beſt and lear 
Probthe Heat of 
the like or 
4 
* 

and 


edſt Me 
Diſputation often Alen rs 
ter Fgults? And would it 5 
rather ns a. Chraſlian, [i 
ro commend my Zoeal than to © ha 
ate my Miſtake? Might not 
ry its {elf have tanght ſuch an one to 
this Infiemity ? But why do I ſpeak of aug 
£4 2: Might I not here in my turn fay in this 
Writer's own Phraſe, but with far greater cauſe, 
that I bave bren taugbt not to expect Charity, 
and that 1 ſhould be glad to ſind ſtrict Juſtice; 
shusin doleful Complaints uttering the vileſt 
Reproaches againſt wWhomſoever I pleaſe ? But 
theſe mean As I leave to ſuch as want Ar- 
guments to deſend a finking Cauſe. 
Ae next Sentence of the fame Paragraph 
hath-drawn upon me the ſame Writer's heavieſt 
nod ſharpeſt Reſentments. The Words run 
bus: We muſt not therefore wonder to 
4 hear it affirm d, that in order to be Jude 
<, before God; there is no peed of any th at 
more, than te act agreeably to our preſe 


* Sincerity; ot that equal degrees. of this 
— Quality will in all Caſes (for I find 90 Ex- 
* etption made) entitle Men to equal degrees 
«of divine Favour, Sc.“ He ſeems highly 
affended that I have not in this, as well as 
other Places, given a complete State of the 
Qaeflion, ' which is indeed neceſſary in all 
ations; and had he himfelf obſerv d this 
when he firſt treated of the Church, 5 


inne 23 e $M, 
4 this very 3 abour Sincerity, to 
fy himſelf; and others, no ſmall Trouble 
ne his Diſpleaſure againſt me will, I hope, be 
mitigated, when he confiders that my Defign 
Was only to intimate a few ſhort Heads to m 

lergy, and not to write a Volume of C 
ee eee a den at 
He farcher 0 againſt me, and thzt 
with great Bitrernels, för haviog interprets 
the Word Sincerity by acłing agreeably "to 
onr preſent. mward Perſuaſion ; Whereas Be 
takes Sincerity to imply nothing leſs than rhe 
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42 


laying aſide ul Paſſion and Prejadier; 2 
11 N having dowe, and br Fr 
ao, all that ir, morally and himayly e 
*%g, in the powers of Men for our - 
ron, and the" kling attording to the beff 
Tight 466i proture: Beyond whith Man rnb 
vo, vo CH umd hir Sur vice. (p en 
will this Writer ebhdemn all Nen as 1ſt 
hs have tot tone all that ö here requit' $7 ff 
wil noc, then a Man muy de fintere who is 
fedjve as to ſome part of it; and, conſequebr 
Iy the whole cannot be included in the geteN 
Notion of Sinrerity. If he will ſo condethh 
them; he muſt be far more liberal in 0 
His Scnrences of Damnation, than the hurt 
of Nome herſelf hath been: For, to ſay flothing 
of the reſt of the World, if all this be bb 
in the Notion: of Hircerity; how few. 6f thoſe 
Who adhere eithet to the Church of Roms; or 
to'aby other Sect of Chriſtians whatfoeyer can 
ms ©; ſhew 


ſay | 
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ſhew n juſt Title to this Virtue ? It may ho in 
aw bole Congregation there will often be found 
ſearc one ſucene Peiſon ip this rigid Senſe of 


the /Wondy Other iſe, if the great Truths of 
the Goſpel. are liable to be miſunderſtood by a 


great part of thoſe who ſeriouſly enquite aſter 
them; and this, / after they haue luid aſide ali 


Paſſion and Prejudice, and done and conti- 


ad ra do all that is, morelly aud humanty 


or mat ian; ſurely the Scriptures are neither ſo 
perfett, nor ſo clear and explicit, as all Pro- 
teſtants. contend againſt thoſe who ſeek for an 
znfallible. Guide to interpret them, For my 
own part, I am inclin d to think that Since. 


rity often implies. no mote previous Con/ide- 


ration, than may juſtly: be comprehended in 
the word Pen ſuaſian; and that, as the Perſon 
is um ſiucere, who ſpeaks or acts otherwiſe than 
he is per ſuaded 


us d, whoſe Words and Actions bave a perfect 
Agreement with We inward. Perſuaſion; eſpe · 
cially, * when th | 1 42 * 

rooted, as to leave no room for Doubt and 


Heſitat ion. But whether this will be allow d or 
not, for which I am not in the leaſt concern d, 
having no deſire to, contend about mere Wordsz 
certain it is, that nothing more than this can 
poſſibly be imply d ia the Siucerity of thoſe 
Men, ho Are, blindly. led by Aut hor. ity, | in- f 
fluenc d hy Prejudice, and goyern'd by pres - 
mcient co my. 


minant Paſſuans ; Which is. fl 
| 2 


ih Parpo ws 


eaking, in the Power of Men for. their E. 


ſo on the contrary, he may 
be term d ſucere, as this Phraſe. is 4 


Nerſuaſun is 40. firm and 
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Parpoſe,” Sutely — Notion”of Sincericy in 
Hes rg of the 7avtenty of Broon, and o. 
thers Sete fame —.— es doch not imply the 
affde” all Paſſion" and" Prejudite)iand 
bp a that ir, morally it hitmanly 
Dealing 5 he * of Men for their 'In- 
Now there is an evident Connexi- 
on made in Charge,” between the Sentence 
pn Ae to'Sincerity, and — _ — 
medi the anoc | 

of Epos . aid Ferefones there 
18 no juſt that which is ſaid 
in the 2 Sentence te e but thoſe who 
ate ſomne WAV or other concern d iu the for - 


mer.” He 'wh6 hath never maintain'd the Ju- 
noreney of all Errors which are not practical, 
could K. uo certaſti ground to think himſelf 
bee any thing which is there ſpoken of 
AG ddivg ebb Writer 
pt, without" conſide the plain 
0 x4) latter Sentence on that which 
dre ſt, takes che whole of it to him 
"then Therally * diſpenſerh: his raſh. 
es, "a0 which cannot poſſibly hurt any Man 
but tlier Author: Should I demand, Whether 
his Name bath been 1 < on this Occa- 
fon? ie maſt” be apfwer' Hath an ? 
MERE ot ChitaQer deer agel, or imply” 
y 913 Per/o# way be diſtiny uguiſſud 5 
— ar This ee ea!" "ave 1 10. 
tech his worde ? from it, that he hath ner 
prpduc d ay one Phraſe, which others haveaor: 


1 


me for nagt having uſed his om Words. Laſtly, 


NY of any one Paragraph ot Sentence 


any one of, his Books been repreſented ? He 


Bunte who ſhonald beſt know his owns 
9 mit 


great Earneſtneſs, not to ſay Paſſion, 
Vrhat this hach been done. So that no way 
zemains, whereby he can force himſelf into this 
Matter, unleſs be thinks fit to declare himſelf 
an aſſociate of the Author before. mention d, 
and others, (for my former Diſcourſe as not 
confin'd; to any one Perſon, tho this Author 
hath. now been occaſionally mention d) who 
Write, or ſpeak in the ſame ways 
But let us once, for Argument lake, ſup- 
poſe that this whole Paſſage was meant of the 
Mriter of the Polſeripe. that we may ſee 
how he vindicates himſelf. He complains 
that: Hincerity ĩs made a 2 Expreſ- 
ſion with that of our preſent. inward Per fun- 
on ; whereas: Sincerity, in his Senſe; implies 
bur laying aſide all Paſſion and Prejudice, and 
having: done, and cont mauing:10 do, ail that is, 
morally and humanly healing, in the Power 
Men for our Information. - This is indeed 
his preſent Notion of Kincerity, but, how long 
it bath been ſo, may be oy d. No ſuch 
rhing is xpreſs d in bis Preſervatiue; A 
he proſeſſedly treats on this 8 ect. But hath 
he there ſaid nothing, wherein this is i 


imply'd? 
The Wards which he depends on for this Pur: 


poſe, are theſe recited: in his Poſtſcript : 
8 .one, I 1 ay, will find that: his Tis 
=_ e God's. Faro, cannot depend upon his 
82 a « actual 


« actuut be 


Method; but — Sincerity in 
%| eonduct of his . and of hi — 
Actions under it! Nowe tho' the comduef 
of Conſe ienre- here metition'd be — 
imply: ſome degree of cate in procuring; 
Information; muſt it thereſor 
leſd than h laying aſide all Pa 
e, and abing, and continuing to do 2 
that ir in'the'\ power of Mam, morally und 
humanly. ſpeaking Sure all this was never 
fore inferrd ——— Candult. Bur, 
ſhould all this be requir'd to the higheſt abt 
moſt perfect degree of/Sincerity, what is that 
to the Sincetity of this Writer, which admits 
of ſeveral 8 2 For thb — , Gon; 
ſaith he, enn“ follows every equal Ne 
of Stneerity; and I — ir deny d, hut 
chat Juſtification may as truly follow the 
lower degrees of Sincerity as the higheſt. S0 
that, notwithſtanding any thing ſaid to the 
contrary, it is not certain that according to 
this Authors firſt Scheme any more Previous 
care and conſideration was to in- 
cerity, than is requir d to produce a real Per 
. of Mind, eſpecially when that Porſug- 
underſtood to be ſo firm as to exclude 


all: Heſitation and Doubt. The next Miſre- 
preſentation 


this, that egual degrees of Sincerity will, in 
all Caſes; entitle Men to equa] degrees of di- 
vibe Hutaun; whereas this Writer. hath on 
| maintain d thar the Favour F God, to uſe h 
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gomplain d of under this Head, is 
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gree of x1 ky too "Bars — 

ever may! nam be N on this Haſfage ; ãt is 
certain, that many Mn, and. thoſe tuch,; as 

neither Want Si 

thought anne, 


eee ak 0 
elves injur d and deciv- 
* —— 
ches, but very — io much lower 
feos ————ů— 
lain d. of as Miſrepreſentation, that: whac 
this. Writer hath ſaid — is extended 
to thale. who ate not Chriſtiand whereas a fa. 
Yeurable Confirintion might have confin d .it 
0 ig ets ; ſince. he was Pes ling 1entinely 
riſtiens im 4 (Abr ili an — Jap Nowy 
mY | this . ir told ds, that all be 
\'QB£ 


ieee, 
Chrifteanc, ; onthad! he. ny bing — | 
Which ſuch a Conſequence coul clearly 
= ee 

ade bern omit | | 
Wirhout a great degree, either of that-lnadycr- 
Y aner or of ther want of Charity: and Juſtice f 
| whereof I have been ſo oſten — yg But | 
an . Writer nee, 


ontroverſy, , 
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[36] 
nod, let bim not hereaſter rhink+ it [ſufficient 
wy, th thar f had ht any Inclidacion to 
. — —.— Ligne 
«have tj im ſpeaking entirely a 
et hout nale 10 * — gary, the: 
« could nor probably have the Ieaſt Thought 
<"about" 4 Chriſtians, — 2118. 4 — lev 
11 Mind in pl ain an 
cot htm n 5 . 
” 9 —————＋—ðL— 
| ag, am ot s t 
A, firſt mrs him — a IT 
tefal as te acknowledge ir. For my own 
775 art, cho“ Tum pot willing to ſay that any Man 
if by Sirceriry, this being a way of 
e unknown to Diuiner, and not conſo- 
8 the Artieles of the Church, or the holy 
Seriptures, whetein Fuſtificarron is aſcribd to 
the Merits of CH ißt applied to us by Faich y L 
ir not r — —— and that, 
v one, co ercy of God, 
who way extend his Compaſſion to ſuch, as are 
eſs'd of this good Quality, cho Unbelievers, 
ſeveral ways do us, perha „emknown, ber 
cauſe unrevealed? er (which dwems to be che 
ordinary Method) he may call chem- ro the 
Knowledge of the Truth; as he did Cornelius 
the "Roman Centurion, and St/ Paul, tho a 
moſt bloody and eruel Perſecuror: obtain d 
Mercy, faith he, becauſe Fair iguorantiyix 
Dube ließ Fenn 
Great therefore, very e cat; are che Benefits 
* atife Rom Nincer i Where it s real: 


but, 


0 * 
but, u re oper ar cuſtom 
Senſe) ;zuſtsf3 defore:God, ee It 
ſuſſiciem co-qualify: Nen f fort he,ourward Com 
munion;/and-other Privileges, of the Church; 
and therefore, if l of too highly mag 
nifyiog this Virtue he to leſſen Men's Opinion 
of the neceſſity; of believing the CHriſtios 
Faith in whole; or in part, or of profeſſing this 
Belief, it may have a very faral Tendency. Fos, 
as believing is neceſſary to Salvation, it bein 
declar din the Scripture, that he that believet 
that is, aften he hath ; beard. the Goſp 
be damm d; ſo the Proſeſſion of this B 
lief · is a neceſſary: Condition to the 1 
of Baptiſin, and the continuance in this P 
feſſion ta that of the Lord's Supper, bt of 
holy Orders. He therefore, who, denies che 
Chriſtian: Faith, or any eſſential Article of it, 
ſuch as the Divinity of our Lord, or the Reſur- 
rection of the. Body, will not be made capable 
of theſe. or the like outward Privileges of the 
Church by any ptetence of Sincerity; which 
being certainly known to none hut God, and 
the Mans oyn Conſcience, t reaſo- 
nabiy be pleaded in any Court, but chat 7 
dene eee che Hearts. . Beſides, that 
the very — of ſuch, as haye imbib d 
8 = anchriſtian Errors, often renders 
thoſa Errors; moro dangerous to-the; outward 
State of Religion; their Teal, being for the 
moſt part increas'd-and 3 in propor- 
* to their Sincerity; as we fi pen d 
St. Paul, whoſe great Sincerity incha' Wa 
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Wirn were Wartiith! acd ve & than 
Os he would have epreſsud, te udwaner 
the Feu; which he then t the | 
ahve” N and for that end to perſecte th 

iy thor ty 2 — 
I" bat I dg, % d hu 
vob Name b eus, 4 As. {1 2 ed 
Under this next Head I have been call mages 
46 treat on ſeveral Subjects relating to the 
giſtrates Power it the A ffalrs of Religion; te 

j which in 2 hott Diſeourſs,: wherein pony 

ive 'a few Itimations ko 


1 only was tc 
my Btethref of Clergy, would have 
holt needleſs. ” Bur ——— oy 
to re profeſſed on this 
ment, I do net ud that —— ate. 
Teaſt diffeult to ſhow,! thee che civil Magiſttate 
bach Power, e als hat es Ki i ofable 
4 fp ſupporc and enc "both the Pra- 
Pio feſſion of God's tru? Reliziow ; or 

Bier of ch the wniform Judgment” and Pra 

755 the Church of Eaglend, and all other 
Chriſtian Churches, in this Particular In che 
mean time; "as 5 now Ar re 
No re than former! eno 
is foot wy em fide to fat 
any judicious and impartial Buquifer; and 1 
Have no reaſon to doubt, but that you wilthe 
more ready te join with ine en recürolhg God 
Thavks br — and hretection of thels, 
Whom his good Proviliegce hath made ng Si. 
| periors, Ran to rovoRke them apainſt 


ty inte a6 vi, 2 
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to 1 ead co of more 
S0 th 4 Rok 1270 80 wy fairs ie 
veral Digre ws. 1 5 Ac infencen be- 
ſides that. of amulipg: the Reader, and chert. 


ar him, from cht main N e he * 


them belt KG)“ 
"nor thought I. e 
17 gol ſome. other Puſſd 
Her ipt; 1 thould bet 
relation ro: this Parapy 
bas char he hole of Rata de teach te. 
chef, and noc matipled and des cintetl as in the 
Reply He. that 0 whe y confiders ir in thi this 
mapner, Will fie of thoſe Inconfiſtencies.! 
or other Mefects 'which- have! deen Charged Up. 
on it bution the cotitrary; ill Ne that 
What I have there ole is ' exactly. and 
all Points, 
ties of all deer ages of the 'prefent Ofutt: 
2 wo ate Mfersbers; and: oth 'Pfote- 
ſlapr Serbe "aid dae 6 chigg' fe 555 | 
«rag {t ep this reſpeR,” Which * 1 
kth affect al chest. But 815 


* 6 
61 8 LS real 
of this' Writer's 
N nothing” j 


of my Diſcogtic. 


"W- have here 4 moſt ſhar rp” and 

dve deaitftthe:gncientTugtils ;" 18 uh 

the 7057 four we "TY 

to e alone bo 
 meiviordd in ſecürſe This be 
deen ox - tom" kh N Writer of git 
Age, wi ohr Blefſed/ Lord's Br, Big 1 
u bar is: vey fing when it falls ff 150 foam 
| 4 Po df{oge/ who hath pen tohes lf pro- 
” wore te Poa as 31 "theſe t, 
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ils and ſtill very frequently obligeth others 
10 cb the lane "AS 16 oh Re” Fan Göre a 
ſham d to gohſeſe, chat Thad much rather ſuf. 
fer che worſt Reproathes; and Indipnitics in this 
Company, thaff obtain the higheſt, Commen- 
datjons. ogt, Sf it. | For cheſe Councils: which 
have been mention ch were beſd in Ages whete-, 
in more leatu'd Men floufiſh d, than ate found 


Ne em the Apoſtles Time to the 


Referat fon; they dog ſiſted of the beſt aud 
learnedlt Men in thos Ages; and a confide-! 
rable $64 Rey Babb e composd that 
of Mete, bad, been glorious Confellors in the 
Heathen Petſecutiogs, and bore. in their Bo- 
dies che Marks ofthe Lord Jeſus. To deny 
the/DoCtrines aſtabliſh d in theſe Councils, hath. 
ever ſince that time beech reputed Here /i in all 
Parts of the Carholick Church; and is ſo par- 


Lee by the Church of England; 


af 


;» mm No tos ed mv i @w «<: 


others when they could voce chef vun. 
<: bers, and their Emperors on their ſide, re- 1 
«.condemnn'd the former ; and fo deſtroy d theit 1 
©, Interpretations" of Seripture; which without Fr 
«this turn of Affairs, muſt have been th re! ; 
* puted true ones; With this view the cauſe ; 
cc of Truth came to be tried by a majority of ; 
c Voices, Cc. Tis well known by all, who ö 


have the leaſt acquaintance with the Eceleſi- 
aſtical Hiſt6rians of theſe Times, that the Ni- 


— 
. —öĩ EEE 


cene Decrees were contradicted by a much lar- 8 
ger Council aſſembled at Ariminum; and that 2 
the Orthodox for a long courſe of rime were f 
almoſt as heavily perſecured by Arias Princes, 4 
as Proteſtants have been by Papiſts, or even ; 


Chriſtians by Heathens ; notwirhſtanding which, 
the Catholick Faith ſtill prevailed: Which con- 
ſider'd, and even without this Conſideration; I 
hope this Writer will hereafter, when he thall 
have ſeriouſly weigh'd this Matter, rather chuſe 
to ſay: Every Plaut which my heavenly Fa- 
ther hath not planted ſhall be rooted duft Or 
in the Words of Camaliel, If this Counſel, or 


* 


„ r I ED I ee OS 


EIS 


this Work be of Men it will come to ought, 1 
but if it be of God, ye cannot over throw ii Py 
Here is alfo a very large Encomium of Mr. * 
Chillingworth, to the greateſt part of which 1 q 
could willingly ſubſcribe” Tam nor ſenſible, and 3 
ir hath not been prov d, that I have contradicted K 
this worthy: Man in any one Point: But had I. J 
happen'd-to do fo, thoſe who thus commend: | 


hint, and at the fame time take the liberty of 
diſſenting from him in ſeveral others of great 
N l Importance, 


1 * 


* 


" th 
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merge, urea xeaſos to fad faolt with 
me. One thing which chieſfy ſhines in this 
good Man's Character, uud geſeryes to be par- 
ticularly recommended to the Conſideration of 
many who! are his ptefeſs d Admiters,: is, chat 
having ſome 2 about the Subſtriptions 
e requir d of ſuch as were admitted do Ec- 
 eleſiaſtical, Beneſices, he reflis d u very good 
Preferment, and could never be prevail'd with 
to make his Subſcription! till his Doubts were 
removd. This good Man bath dropt ſome 
Expręſſions agaiuſt ſome ancieiit« Fathers and 
Councils; wherein I know of no Proteſtant 
that difagrees with bim: But, I hope, it ig not 
- prerended. that he rejected any part of the 
Doctrine eithet of the Council of Nice, or the 
three next following General Councils: and if 
the Character of this learned Man, how much 
ſdever he may deſerve to be commended, be 
plac d. in Oppoſition! either to the General 
Councils above mention'd: or to the Church 
of nd; or to any other Proteſtant Church ; 
 Hhalb only ay, char it myſt 2 . We 56 
this C o mparii on. 0 
13 and chis a very arge, part of he 
= fargs-Writes' Reply to me ED this Head is 
| 2 in aſſerting the Right of all Chriſtians 
5 gps. for themſelves, * to examine the 
Decisions of the Ohurch by the -Scriprures ; 
whereby unwary Readers, eſpecially ſuch as 
| have-net-perus'd my Diſcourſe, will perhaps — 
ioduc d to think, that I have denied this 
Nee in truth, bs move not ſpoken one 7 


12 
—* 


* 
37 2 
able about it. Ichave ſaid, indeed, in the 
Church of England's own Words, that the 
Chrrh hat h Authority in :Gontreverfies of 
Faith; and under the lame Head I have tar- 


——— — — 
this Authority, ſach as notoriouſly pervert 


Senſe of holy Seripture in priucipal Points of 
Faith. may, notwixhſtanding they ſhould on 
the Words of Seriptute, may, I lay, and ought, 
on this account to be rejeded from Communion, 
and eſpecially from all Places of Truſi in the 
Church. This is the Sum of What I have ad- 
vanc'd on this Subject; which will not be de- 
nied to be exactly conformable to the Doctrine 
and Practice both of the Church of England, 
and of the Proteſtant Churches abroad, by 
any one who knows any thing of this Matter. 
Should one, for example, openly deny our 
bleſſed Lord's true Diyinity, or that of the Ho- 
ly Gboſt; if the Canons of the Church of 
England, or thoſe of other Proteſtaut Churches 

be ohſerv'd, this Man muſt neither be made. a 
Miniſter, nor even admitted to Lay - COmmu- 
nion, whilſt he perſiſts in this Opinion, tho! 
be ſhould own the Words of Scriptute as ex- 
pflain'd by Saciua ts. I hope there is no lucon- 
ſiſtency in allowing that Men may judge for 
_ themſelves, -Qri-examene the Desſſſous of the 
Church & the Soriptures, and affirming at the 
| ſame time, chat the Chch may judge what 
Perſaus are duly qualify d fat her Commumion 

and for Hoy Oraers; and tbat ſuch as notari- 
onſly. pervert the Scripturcs, and this, i ſome 
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di the chief Points of Faith} ought not to be 
made Miniſters, or even 'receiy'd to outward 
Communion: But if theſe things are inconſi: 


Rear, of which there is not the leaſt Proof or 


; this Inconſiſtency muſt be charg d 

as well upon the Church of England, and up. 
on other Proteſtant Churches, as upon me. 
Iwill not ſay that I ſhall be glad to be miſtaken; 
but, 1 hope, I may be allow'd to ſay, that 1 


ſhall always rejoice to be traduced and ſlander'd 


— 3 , » A \ 1 108 . 
is ſuch COompa xp. 


f . 12 
One chief Occaſion, whereby the Church 
was reduc d to the neceſſity of raking theſe Me- 


thods with Hereticks, was their notorious 
double Dealing and Prevarication In the Words 
of Keripture, and of the Catholicks, it was 
common for them to cover 


vate and ignorant Perſons, but, ſometimes, on 


Canncile alſo; and their modern Deſcendanrs, 


with the Hoc uin, ſeem to be extremely per- 


him to be ignorant of many things; or Omni 


patent, whilſt they confined" bis Power within 
2 certain 5. Some of the ſame ſort of 


did not believe him to have exiſted for ſeveral 


inions moſt op- 
poſite to both. The ancient Ariunt and Pe. 
lagians were particularly infamous for this Pra- 
ctice; and thereby impos d not only on pri- 


lect in che ſame Arts. Hence it is, that we 
hear of ſome, wo have not ſcrupl'd to call the 
time to be Temporary; Onmyſtient, believing 


R 6. 


with St. 70%, 
that the ¶ ond was in the beginning, tho they 


4 % D rn 4 « 


thouſand 


1391 
thouſand V ears aſter the World began; that he 
is: Cod, tho they conceive him to be as mere 
420 reat ure, as any Man whatſoever; or that 
all thinga dere made i him, and — 
hing wart made that was made; tho 
verily, believe him to have been mide, 
* no one part of the viſible Creation was 
made by him. heeded any of theſe, or o- 
thers like them, be the Perſons whoſe Siure. 
nity will free them from Hereſy in ſome Men's 
Opinion, I ſhall dot at preſent enquire: Bur 
certain it is, the Church hach always been of 
a contrary mind; and this, I think, not with- 
out evident reaſon; and hath provided ſeveral 
Teſts to hinder ſuch Men from her outwatd 
Communion, and from holy Orders, thereby to 
prevent them from propaga . Errors. 
I have. been very much blam'd for ſay ing, that 
had it not — for this method. ſuch Men 
might be admitted to the bhigbeft Places of 
Tru#t in tbe Chunch, who dem d almoſt every 
Article of that Faith on which: the Church it 
founded :. To which L ſhall: only reply, that I 
ſhall be glad to hear of any one Article of 
Faith, which may not be cluded and 2 
and this in the very Words of holy Seri 
by the {ame prevaricating Arts which have now: 
been mention d. Wes sil enen e 
have been alſo, and that wich great Warmeh 
and Severity, reprehended for ſay ing, that un- 
lefs che Church takes this method, Ariaur, So. 
ciniaus, with, eee Anke, 
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ahh Hotrtichs, ure be prameted. to res 
thief Places: , Ee 
Truſt; and 3 by 
dangerous 4 ende to che Church) It is 
not deny d, that either Ariane, or Socinians, 
if the contrary ' Scheme ſhould prevail, may 
be advuncid 1 Offices in 
Ohuroh, and ahereb _ aue opportunity t 
theii peculia rines: but it is: not 
oewn'd that — Sefturtes,, much 
leſt Heretichi, ſiure they believe the Sciips 
tures, or that their Advancement would be of 
that evil Conſcquence which E end. TO 
Which I hall only anſwer, that if it be Here · 
nicab to deny our Lorc᷑s true Divinity, ſure it 
will not the matter to give him the 
Fitle of God, or to uſe any other ſcriptural 
| ons, Wbibh as we think imply his Di- 
viniry, whilſt die is at the ſame time under. 
ſtood to be a mere Creature For the mere 
found 8 Words without che Senſe ig 1 


: Leeds true Divinicy is Here. | 

Here, and conlequently to 2 
tuch Men into holy Orders — 
n wald be — — 
8 Church this Writer m deny an that 
denial as often ——— bad zo 
teaſon proleſſ to prove cheſe Points ina 
1 bus a W OP Lk 1 $8239 1 
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my Olergy ;\ and-I hope there are 
n Dioceſe, who 


very ſew 
ſtand in need 
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ceſſity: of 


make ſolemu and particular 


heir Faith (ſor of theſe I - 
; and not of 


Lay-Communion 
tho' this laſt was not 


Was 
Y 


'reply'd, (p. 2.46.) 


wholly di 
“ That the 
till T chat in, In caſe 


undet them 


— 
(elves, would 


nome general Declara- 
truth of the S cripture ſhould be 


% Ties of the: 


*, accepted, according 


vo this Wiiter's: Uto- 


<., pian' Scheme, inflead 


a of the Subſcriptions 
theſe P erſons, of 


*,#0w:Preſcrihed by. 


< of -the;Qualifications 
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Cauſes hath chought it (ore cbtwefient, that 
in Cafes of preat aud publick Coneern, Rules 
ſhould be ſettled by the yoitit Advice and A 
cement of many pious awd learn Men aſ- 
led ropether, chan chat this Would be left 

to che ole conduct of lar 
more _ be rniſ-· led 'ryro" thin 

pore emo even ſo far berry! that ſa- 
cred Truſt, which God and the Chirrch Haye 
roppe'd in them (rhe! this, I hope, Huh ubt in 
bur Days oſten huppen'd) as to become bpeti 
Deftnders of Aalen, or Sve inn; or at 
leaſt ro fuvour adqꝗ itheſe"'or other 
Mere ec. This Writer ihdeed Ses to look 
upon the Doctrine of the truè Divinity of che 
ITS Which be calls their Me- 
turk, (p. 245.) to de a thing of 
"Conſequence than Þ Mot to Yay the 
— oy, Sentiments I have exactly fol. 
led) Raue chosght it; "and under this view 
reſembles ſuch as reject others from 
munton f d Doctrine, do thoſt 
who would nt Continunribes drt an 
Arth ar had not the fame Notiuns with them- 
Alber aboat the fberet Drees of Gta +eld- 
king ro tube Predeftination un Reprobation of 
particular Per ſons © After which; to 
prevent others from anſwermg, chat this faſt is 
a Point of mere Speculatien, herein dne 
Chriſtian May fately differ frᷣtii another; where 
as, that other of the thus" —— 
ind Holy Ghoſt is a Doctrine f great ImpOE- 
"Fapoe,” and Which th lel@/aight” infer, 


and 


— 
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and hach actually inferr'd,, Various Objects of 
religious Worſhip; in order, I ſay, to prevent 

js onthe like anſwer, or, for other Reaſons 
Ret wiring alelf,. 1 Writer hath. ſub- 
Join'd another Paſlage, hence it may appear 
how. indifiercat a mattet he thinks it, for ek. 
ſtians ta have different, Objects of their Wor- 
hip. “ Bat, whatever thoſe Men may pleaſe 
5. themſelves, with, thinking. who, * — they 
+. are arriu d at the perfect Knowledge of rhe 
« moſt;abſtruſe. Points: This they may be cer- 
c taia af, that in the preſent Stare af the 
“Church, even ſuppaſing ouly fuch, as are ac : 
counted Orthodox to be join d together in 
<« one yiſible Communion, they communicate 
« * with a very great variety and con- 
«4 of Notions; either comprehending 
6e. nothing plain and diſtinct; or differ ing from 
one angther as truly and as eſſentially, as o- 
1 thers differ from them all: Nay with more 


e certain difference with relation to the Object 


« of Wotſhip, than if all Prayers were direct 
« ed (as Biſnop Bull ſays, almoſt all were in 
et the firſt Ages) to God, or the Father, thro' 
ee the Son. I wiſk this were enough conſider- 
* ed by. thoſe who ſpeak {a much of the great 
* Evil. of having a different Object of Wor- 
„ ip.“ (p. 245, 246.) This ſeems very con- 
fuſed ; but ſo much is plain, that this. Writer is 
diſpleas d with thoſe who. p againſt having 
4 Adiſftreut Qbzethof Worſbip; tho, why be 


lags of 
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them in their Opinion; ia not ſo maniſe 
Biſhop: Bull is introdusd Sing Meese = 
Ari Ages almoſt all Prayers Were directed 
to God, or the Father, the tb Jenn z. chat is, 
to one and the ſame Object of Worſhip; and 
conſequently ſuch as follow this Exam "muſt 
have; the ſame, and Hot a different Object of 
Fo! orſhip. To have different Objects of Wor- 

or 740 worſhip #ny Object bur God, is L. 
do try in the Lan age of re; where 
the rule is, Thou: fhait'worſpip the Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. On which 
account the * who —— more Gods 
than one, tho' the &y generally wor ſhip one as 
ſuperior to the reſt, are Tdolat er. For the 
ſame reaſon the Ariaus, who worthipped Chriſt 
believing him to be a Creature, were conſtant- 
5 ney with 1dolatry b 

ers: 


y the ancient Fa- 

hich Accuſation equally lies againſt 

ſuch of the Socinians as pay religious Adora- 
tion to him. Hence alſo the Proteſtants have 
generally look d upon the Papiſts as Idolaters; 
who would gain a conſiderable Point towards 
excuſing the Worſhip they pay to Saints and 
Angels, if they. could prove it lawful to wor- 
ſhi 1 any Object but God. Tis therefore no 
iſterent matter whether we worſhip one and 

the ſame, or different Objects. But on the other 
fide it is inſinuated, that even the Orthodox 
communicate together with à very great va- 
riety and confuſion of Notions ; and this, with 
P Ho" to the Ob 2 5 Worſhip. It may be 
: But will this e hence infer, that any 

5 ROY Ozyect 
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 Obje# may be worſhippet but God? Oue 

Man thinks that Sort was wiſe and 5 

— another, that he was unwiſe and unha 

t both mean the fame Socrater. Some 

that C2/ar was an Etiemy' to bis Ser 

try others, that he Was a Friend to ir; 

H rheſe underſtand the fame Cz/7 far. 1 255 
en ate 


net only a variety, but a great oppofi 
of Notions; yet un er this ite ſame 


thoſe Men with better reaſon 
be eternal, without beginning or end of Dura- 
tion, who do not agree in explaining the par- 
ricular manner of this Duration? May they not 
believe him to be immenſe and prefent in all 
Places, who do not agree as to the particular 
manner of this Preſence? May they not be- 
lieye him to be Almighty, who haye different 
Notions of the manner,” wherein' his Power is 
exerted; and to be the Creator and Governor 
of the Univerſe, who about ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances of the Acts of Creation and Go- 
vernment haye different Opinions? Laſtly, do 
nor all rheſe' worſhip the ame eternal, im- 
menſe, almighty Creator and Governor of the 
Univerſe, tho” there be ſome variety in their 
Notions of his Attributes? Should the Jethr 
formerly have inferrd from this variety, that 

might lawfully pay religious Worſhip to 
different Gods, or to any Obje& but God; or 


ference," t 
take JP T hope, there is no need ro dwell 
was ty any 


ſpoken of in both caſes. Ma 12259 therefore 
lieye God to 
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mould an Chriſtian now og the ſame In- 
is Would be a moſt dangerous mil. 
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„ bow. pactially.,, 
eſents the Sen- 


1 
be hath faidy before it plainly appears to be 
fo; and, therefare, taking it * that 
Biſhop. Bull hath ſomewhere. or other ſpoken 
theſe Words, or others to the fame Purpole, 
I muſt farther add, that if they be thought 
to favour thoſe A4r:ia#s,. or others, who con- 
tend that the publick Prayers and Doxologies 
ought to be offer'd to the Farher only. thro' 
Chriſt, and not to Chtiſt himſelf, or the Holy 


Gboſt, ir may be conſider d, that the contrary 
Concluſion plainly follows from them. For to 
fay, that in the firſt Ages almaſi all Prayers 
were directed ta Gad, or the Father, throi 
the Hon, evidently implics, that ſome Prayers 
were nor thus directed; and if the Chriſtians 
of the fr/t Ages diretly-invok'd the Son and 
Holy Ghaſt in /oxee of their Prayers, tho' this 
was not done in all or wat of them, this ſutht- 
ciently proves, that they thought it lawful ſo 
to do. In like manner it may truly be ſaid, 


that 


— 
% 


1 47 ] 
that in out Church's Lit 
feds ate addreſe d to the Father thro! the Sou 
but, 1 hope, no Man will heuee conclude, tha 
rhe of England doth/now; or evet'did, 
chiuk it nolawful ro pray .direMly to the Son 
or Holy Ghoſt; to do this beiug expreſsly d- 
retted in vera other Parts of her O 
But i muſt not diſtmiſs this Head; without raking 
notice, that Biſhop Bull himfelf hath unanſwe- 
ſhewn; not only that in the Judgment 
of che firſt Ages the Son was e and 
con-ſubſtancial with: the Father, and cophſe- 
quently oughr to be worſhip and griff 
with him; but alſo, that this was always, even 
from the Apoſties Times, look d as a ne- 
ceſſary Article of Chriſtian Faith; and that 
they, who denied this Truth, were al. 
ways excluded from rhe harch's Communion, 
. be een in bie estellent Treatiſe op this 
Subject againſt Epiſeopin ping. Another Amhor 
of emitrent Note hath aſſerted, and this Wich 
no fmall appearance of Proþability, that moſt 
of the chief Attides, even of che 7 
Creed; were deſign'd as Teſts againſt aticte 
Herefies. But the Costleiirtet of Pinch 
Fund aut nu, WhO denied Or" Lord's true Di: 
viniry; and of Babelirut who: opPpoSd the real 
Diftioi66-bf dus in the eber 2 Tre 
(to Tay ſy nothing *of _—_ 75 
other Hereticks in the fi . 
a to in Aſſemblies Mate ene 
1 was after that to generalh rarify d an, 
FO Witt all Parts of the Chriftian' n 
N | Is 
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Church, can poſſi 


h the leaſt we; Ow into the Hiſtory: of the 
y be of Opinion, that in 
the Aute· Nicens Ages it was accounted a thing 
indiſſerent, what Notions Men entertain d con- 
| theſe or the like Points. . So groundleſs 
is this Writer's — pas that the Method of 
excluding from and from holy Or- 
ders, thoſe who: had — Hereticks, 
as practis d in that of Nice and other following 
Coils, Tap 2 begin 7 — to ſbew at- 
kill the Emperor was become a proſeſi! 
Cbriftian; and it Was, worthwhile for: the 
ambitious 10 difturb, cruſh, and oppreſi one 
— ng (p--232;) I have no reaſon to wang 
troubled at any thing this Writer bath ſaid of 
me, who is not aſham d to accuſe in this inde- 
Sent manner ome. of tbe moſt venerable AL. 
5 were bac e and i 
againſt the whole current o unity, and 
Without the leather Colour. of Proof, be what 
1 his own 4 ſole Authority: +1 


IL am charg' K the ſame Place with baving 
ſaid, that the before · mentioned, <. wes 
4. af | lg even from. dee | 


#66908 


e, and chen as th : ſirſt Inſtance. 
ing the Council of Nice, ſeveral 4 
ce. from the, moſt primitive 


N — . Lam <p eee, 
and e for EE | 


Fa] 


thod was. always cuſtomary, and have thereby 
implied, that it was practis d from the earlieſt 


Ages, to our own Times; and have inftanc'd 


in what was done by the firſt four general 
. which, I hope,” ate not Examples! 
unſit to be uſed in a Diſoburſe to Clergymen of 

he. Chutch of England, Which hath always 
follow d, and farther, looks updn thoſe Men to 
be Herstic he, who refuſe to follow, the Docks: 
ſions of theſe Councils : But L had no Intentian 
to give a full and exact Proof of this Point, 
which as the Nature and Deſign of my Diſ- 
courſe did not require, ſp: ntithet would che 
Time have allow d; and this Writer might have 
affirm'd with equal Truth and ij uſtice, that my 
Intention was to ſhew frem the Council of ¶ ui. 
cedon, held in the, ſißth Century, What whs 
many hundted Mears a done at the Refar- 
mation, as that I deſign d from qvhat was dne 
at Nice in the ſourth Century, t infer Without 
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Gonftantine.. I have ſaid indeed, that this Me- 
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I 
appeal to my-former Diſcourſe, wherein ſuch 
8 offer d for this Practice, as had 
then the goad fortune to meet with your Ap- 
probation; and I am willing to refer the ſame 
Arguments, together with What hath now been 
further ſaĩd on this Subject, to your more deli 
berate Thoughts, with that due Submiſſion to 
Men of bercer Judgments than my {el with 
which tis my deſite that every thing I propound 
may be underſtod But I muſt. not entirely 
diſmiſs this Objection without remitiding you, 
that tie Practice, co which I refert d was that, 
not of the Church of England only, or other 
Ptoteſtant Churches, bur of all former Ages 
fince the Council of Nice, and of the earlier 
Cencuries down to chat Time. To fuch a Pra- 
dice-as this, I 3 oy confeſs, I ſhould rea- 
_ dily ſubmit, even tho ¶ could not fully account 
for the reaſon of it, Where no- evident Reaſon 
or Scripture appears on the other fide. Bur 
this being the very Practice, if he peaks to the 
Point in hand, (for no Practice was 1 1 
2 but ſuch = Mn eh an from 
fone dh H levereſt Satyr is level d; „When 
I petmit my ſelf td argue thus, (that is, from 
the Prattive of which [was pi 1 
< will be content, ur be, toibe acconntedan 
Enemy to the Aurharity: of Chriſt himſelf; 
a 


„Which I hope, is ſtill amongſt Ohriſtians, 
„ greater Reproach than the Name of an. Ene. 
eee eee 
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Sure this | Oeniſure ſhould not have been 
paſs d on x hl Practice of the whole Church, 
nor even of that Church, whereof we are Mem- 
bers; eſpecially, before ſo much as one 


Argument, either from Scripture 6 Reaſon, 


was produced againſt it. 

I am farther arraign'd for having more regard 
than becomes me for the Authority of the 
Churchof Eaglande The Biſhop gaes on upon 
this Subject ( be) to appeal, not to a plain 
C Text of Scriptite, but to an Articte of the 
4 Church of Eugland, which declares that the 
« Church hath Authority in Controverſies of 
« Faith.” ' Norwichſtanding which, arid ſeve- 
ral other Inſinuations of my wanting due re- 
gard for the Scriptures, he cannot ſhew chat 
in any ſolemn and itated Diſcourſe, 
or even on the moſt rial Occaſion, I have 
ever intimated, that inMy Opinion any rhing 
could lawfully be requir'd as of neceſſity to 
Salvation, is not Sly contain d in, 
or evidently deducible from the 8 


— being rn. Fr caſe; it might have been 
op'd, that my havi peat to an Article 
of — Church of 25 * elpecially when 


this was done in a Diſcourſe to you, .v 1256 
all ſeveral times under your Hands ſolemuly 
DE that you 'ac wowledge the who 
k of Articles, and every Article. therein 
contain d to he agreenble to the Word of God, 
would not have drawn me ick 
reprebhenſion. But fure we may Gepe A that 
_ Writet Whole zeal for the Rüfhority of 
N 8 2 Scripture 
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Scnpture is ſo great, chat he permits no appeal 
Veni to an Article of the Church, without pro: 
ducing che Scriptures o which that Article is 
1 5 75 will not determine any Point in 
Contreverfy, eſpecially when "this is done in 
oppoſition to the Practice and Authority of 
the Church, without evident Proofs from the 
Seripture, In order therefore to ſearn how far 
this may be rely'd on, I maſt deſire leave to 
repeat the Aſſertion he hath ſo warmly at- 
tack d: Which in ſhort is this, That when n- 
Nur ned and unſtable; Men mifinterprered the 
SFcriptures, and wreſted them to the deſtructi- 
on of themſelves and others, the Church law- 
fully might, as in Fact ſhe hath commonly 
done, ſeb forth the true interpretation of thoſe 
Sctiptures. Againſt this confeſſedly very an- 
cient and general Praffice we might have ex- 
pected that this W ri, if he had any inten- 
tion to act conſiſtently with his own Declara- 
tious, would have produc'd very large and nu- 
merous, or at leaſt very clear and convincing 
Proofs from the Seriptute: Inſtead of which, 
all we find is only a very ſmall part of a Sen- 
rence, which tis evident he never throughly 
conſider d, and if underſtood in the miſtaken 
Senſe he puts upon it, is wholly foreign to 
the purpoſe; yet on this he inſiſts, and as if 
che weight of his Cauſe was deſigt' d to reſt 
hexe, inculcates it in ſeveral,” bir "thoſe very 
temote parts of his: Poſtſeript, (p. 206, 236. 

The Wards are theſe: Je 7 Freie 2250 
Finiſpen four Faith; which being join d 
coe t ry the 


A151 | 
the Propoſſtion he deſign d to refute, the Ar. 


gument will run thus: Jeſus was the Author 


and Finiſher of our Faith; therefore when un- 


learn d and unſtable Men wrefted the Serip. 


fares, the Church had not Authority to ex- 
plain them in the true Senſe, &. Or if we 
take in that Addition, Which this Writer fol: 
lowing the mere ſound of the Words, hath 
made to this Paſſage, his reaſoning will be this: 
Chriſt is the Aut bor and Eifer C(Tecabix, 
Perfetter) of our Faith; therefore no addi- 
tion can be made to the. Faith, and therefore 
when nu learned and unſlabie Mes pervert the 
Faith, the Church hath not Authority to ex- 
plain it in the true Senſe, Sc. To name this 
Argument, is to refute it; but in behalf of the 
Charch's Authority it might be thus urg d: 
Chriſt | /jini/b'd and pggſected the Faith; no 
Addition therefore ce made to the Faith; 
and therefore when the Faith is perverted, and 
conſequently ſomething added to it, the Church 
hath Authority, and it is her duty to explain 
it in the true Senſe. This is the natural and 


true Conſequence of theſe Words as they have 
been explain'd by this Writer; but for their 
true meaning 1 ſhall: deſire leave to refer him 


to another Author, who ſeems to me not whol- 


iy unworthy of his notice: His Words. are 


5 


{ 


theſe: © Here is a vaſt weight laid upon the 
«- {ound of ſome Scripture Words, without the 


_ &;Jeaſt Indication that his L—p knew the true 


. 
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ee | Senſe 
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60 Seuſe 0g them; and yet his Words ſhew lie 
4. bad look di into che original; | the Senſe of 
Kewhich is plainly this, and nothing elſe, that 
e % rum wth: patience the Nace of 
% HHauith ſet befdre: us, being not only encou- 
Lans dee it-by y the heroick 2 record- 
<.,cd:in the preceding Chapter, but having Je ſiis 
cc alſo ber our-Pattern, who bas himſelf — 
ce the glorious Way, is the Author, 
and will be our Rewarder Tad); ; will 
crown our Sufferings at the laſt Day with a 
happy 2 See Heb. ii. 10. 2 Tim. 
6“ iv. 7, 8. What now is this to the Churches 
having, or not having Authority in Articles 
<«.'of Faith? Sure his L—p will in time be cu- 
«red of this ſtrange — — ccuracy, and will be- 
1 fore he writes again, be ſeriouſſy 
eta read over the New Teſtament, or not 
et meddle in Controw „where there is no 


6 taking one Step right: without a good know- 
fk. 


ledge of it. If this Interpretation ſhould 
happen to diſpleaſe, others — be ſound in 
Commentators; but none more to his purpoſe 
than any Verſe in Homer's Iliad. Neither is 
he more fortunate in his reply to a Text, 
Which, tho” but, occaſionally cited by me, could 
not eſcape Tag os 19> I had ſaid that 
when unlearn'd and unſiable Men ureſted the 
Scriptures to their own deſinuſtion, it was on 
that occaſion cuſtomary for the Church, in or- 
der to prevent the ſpreading of Error, to ſet 
forth the true Senſe and Interpretation of the 
3 Ec. as Was done, ſor Ex- 


o the + ample, 


[4] 

e, at that of Wee, and the other 'three 
Genen Councils: To whictbthis reply is 
anne! The Biſhop here ſeems ti have for- 

I got the Scene he is f o6 when he 
ce repreſents the occaſion of tliefe human De- 
«. ciſions, and human Creeds, ro have. riſen 
ct from the Miſu of the unlearn - 
* ed; when all the World knows they are 
from the Quarrels and Iut 


rigues of the learns 
ed. It muſt be owun'd, 4 
been an extraordinary method of curi 
* Miſtakes of the — to have Ai 
& ted to them ſome hard Words, as ſo many 
« Charms to be worn about them, in — 
<,.effe\ to drive out or keep off all Hereſy. 
* An excellent Remedy 1 a por un 
4 kearn'd Man's Miſtake, of ſome Texts about 
<. the nature of our Blgſſed Saviour] to order 
c him to pronounce and not Omoi- 
4 o]; Couſubſlant ialir; and not ni 
4 Subſtantie; of one Subſtance, not of à lite 
% Sabſtance,} &c (p. 137, 232.) Nom to 
paſs by his indecent jeſting on the Creed of 
the 9 — Council, which might rather have 
been expected from one whoſe deſign it was to 
ridicule the Chriſtian Clergy, and the Doctrine 
of our! Lord's true Divinity, than from any fe- 
rious Writer; he in the firſt place have 
donſider d, that, tho the Word in, of the 
fame Subſtance or Nature may ſeem difficatt 
toſchoſe, o ſeldom read any but Eagliſu 
Books, it was at the time of the Council of 
ok ban ſtill by ahals who: are converſant 


in 


US] 

im the Miritets of that. and the next, 
knoten to that the don: is not in name 
only, butꝭ rnud and propeniy Gd of the ſame 
Matare with the Ether ;28nd;for-this;realon' 
ic was conſtantly usd; bythe. Qithodox Chri- 
ſtians, aud as conſtantly, — wy 0 the Ari. 
axs.* He might — the ſecond 
uw that eunleurned Mes in the Senſe of 

ipturt are ſuch as do not derſtand the 
Seriptures, and the Myſteries; af che true Re- 
wharſocver Sk ill then have atain d in 
rler ſorts of Les ,oWhicht.s: calłd che 
n ther Hor ld,-andipithe Eyes of God 
is'mereiFoolifneſs and Iguorance: And this 
the more to haves been remember'd, 
becauſe many of the Hereticks in the Apoſtles 
Age were great Pretenders (to uucummom de- 
— ging and Knowledge. Laſt- 
yy this Writer ſnaul ve dealt ſo fairly with 
bis Readers, as to take notice that the 2 77 
—— to be 2or2fed tby Men unſtable 
as well as umleanned: and, — he ſhouſd not 
| ———— Men:who have ſpent ſome time in 
ſtudy and reading are #n/earn ds; which neves- 
rhelek they may be in: the Senſe of Scripture, 
22 too known / from the Experience 
N of. our own and former Limes, that 100 
many of them ate «4/iab/e, and this in the 
chief Pri s$ of Religian. Hence it may 
be zudg d, Whether I furgat che Scene I Was 
ſpeaking of, or vhethet che Scene Was chang” 
and: part of; the-Apoſiie's/ Words, Gros þ | 
ood 2 W ane g 
a4. x 


— 
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Tbere i Bot; chere re; che leuſt ground to 
. eee nie wp 
iv es: as now 
ſee twherher/thit Writer hath factceded: better 
in another Accuſationi he huth inſt 
it; vin that it id Vi TLhave allow d thar 
this Practice hath been abuſed to very 3 
b the Chureh of Nome; which, inltcad? 
aining the true Seu of Scripi 
_— and impos d, ne Articles of Faith, con- 
both to ure and Renaſon, Which 
dot by no means ſatisfy rhis Writer, who will 
therefore have the Practide it ſolf to be Popiſh; 
for —— 44 would, bend of 
contradicting me, f. 1 the fame 9235 
have done before. Tie pretends, thar bs 
Exgine it war, aher J b by Step 11 the 
Claim of 'Tnfallibulity op: i „if 
he undetſtands, that the Mchority of the Church 
was thro' the Ambition f ſome Men, and the 
Negligence of others, ſo fur by degrees increas d 
and abus d, that at le 'a Claim of -Infallibi- 
was ſet up; he affirms nothing more than 
t I have Alb, chat chis Authority hath 
been much abuſed: But then I muſt ſtill put him 
in mind, that the Abuſe of Authority in one 
Age CR for layiog it aſide in ano- 
Bur, if he would have it thought, that 
the the Claim bf Iyfallibility'is a certain ur neceſ- 
fary” concomitant, or ——— this Au! 
as exercis d ar the Council of Nice, or 
= other general Councils mentioned by me; 
— this be not granted For 
* Ne there 
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nw 
there is othivg amore evident in Niſtory: than 

that go ſuch Authority eithet them, ur for 
many hundred Vers fre ian Per- 
ſon in che World.. Nag 10 far was anything 
done: in cheſe Coundilsi from: giving birth to the 
Exotbiranit Power of the Pope, who claims this 
Iufahhiliey, that the Napa Maiters hat ne- 
ver Been able to ptove, that in ſeveral dt them 
he was allow id ſo much as to preſide: and even 
in the laſt of them, that at. Chalgeduu the See 
of Cunſtautinople was, notwithſtandiug the 
warm and earneſt Oppoſition of the Pope s Le- 
gates, put upon the Level with that of Nome, 
agteeably to what had heen before decreed at 
Conflentingy le in the ſecund general Council. 
Theſe Connell therefore —— — 0006 

hority, 


-Proofs, againſt the Pops Authority 
— ſuch, by the Prote- 


commonly inſiſted 

tant 2 Neitiſ doch it appear that any 
Authority was there & ercis d in relation to the 
Interpretation of Scripture, which is not exer- 
cis d or approv'd by che Church of England. 
andother Proteſtant Churches: For in theſe there 
are Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith and ſuch 
as reject any of the principal Articles of: theſe 
Creeds, or Confeſſions, ate commonly debatr d 
both from holy Orders, and alſo ftom Commu- 
nion. Tbis therefore having bern the Practice 
of Proteſtant Churches, and particularly of the 


Church of England, ever ſipee the; Raforma · 
tion, Which 2 hope, 
be excus'd from the Imputation of ſetving _ | 


| ok d, | 


ah Claim of * 
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ſuppos!dy! ond yen $0p 0 and: 
this from rhe! ha berall 
| Ge eon ntly: w 1 
$95 to fetain the ver 5 K 
Bur © e ſome Sh&w or 
ractice, of. which 


— wer laints of 
— of f denying Chris hel 

*tor themſelves j© in 
— Brea x of bis, I defire. leaws 
once mort:rotay, pron en no farther con- 
cerm d ithan the Body 
they invite Men to 1tud the Seriptutes, and to 
lcewirbithbiv.own ric —. 1 never denied 
the Chutub A 
are qe or tee her ebe 
Orders! e Wet "IR r 
Imnſt nor 
again chargid not o 
— — ebe ee e, Wit 
knowledging Thi 1 I for De. 


—_ | dhering to the! Po- 
pa 2 land «this. as it ſeems, for 
refer you tò tlie Practice and Writers 
of the Primitive'Tinies, and of the ner Hes 
after tha wh "whe Iam tepreſented 
to undetſti Reign of e which 
happen d, 8 — Kp. 270, 22 almoſt 
three hundred Vears after. Now 12 » not in 
the leaſtapprehenſive of my being kiſpected 29. 
2 fu of \'Poprry.'by' any Mau, Who 
knows the tra 


c SePqqU! 10 it 


5 and for hol 


!this Writes hath filly: * 
bert y of 


'of Proteſtants; ho, as 
dge, What i holy | 


forget u nder is Head: that 1 an 
oth favouring Fpery 2 


* ar „ 1 But ſure 
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no e ee | | 
e own vir mere heater 
* TT Tim 7 1 pb ; the Olaim of 
7. 4 8 Supremacy, a as 

o exercis d, oe Does of Tyatrſubſtantia- 
ts i of Swints, Images Worſkip, 
Prayers zu ad unknown: Tongue, forbidding 
Lay: meh to read the Scriptures to —— — 
| of other peculfar Tenetꝭ of the” Church of 
Roms, hüding never been heard vf during the 
Reign of this groatthmpergr, or for adung time 
after ; as a very lierte Iaſigiu into the Popith: 
Controverſies, or Eecleſtaſſical Hiſtorians, would 
| haye inform'd this/Wrirer: It would have been 
much wate co, his: End e quali conſi- 
ſfeot with Truth and uc, to have told bis 
Keaders, that by THD Ager after the Apo: 
* Wes, Imeant let immedimelj prete- 
ding the Neformabith r. be them de Opportu· 
nit y would have beentloſt of declaiming uagainſt 
k 5 whereftf the Miene Creed Was com- 
d, and Ariamiſin vbnꝗE d. As to the 
rimitive Writers, Lam not aſham dor afraid 
5 that the Heſt Method of inter 
Scripture ſeems to me to be the-havingtecourte 
to the Writers; who Hnw'd- neateſt the time 
wherein the Scriptufes werefirſt-publith'd, that 
F, £0 7he next Ager after ibe Hpaſths; and 
that a diligent Euquiry inte the Haith and Pra- 
Clide of the Churclrin the fame Age, i would bo 
the maſt effectual way, next uff the Study of 
Ng Scriptures themfelves to prevent Innova- 


2 N | tions 


duns. in Doctrine, and laſtiy,, that this haths 
gur ber — 4 the Proteifent Cade, 
as Biſhop Jewel, for example, -Archbiſhbp 
Lan. Archbiſhop Uher, Biſhop Caſint, Bi- 
hop! denen fleet, Bt. Barrow, Bihep Bull, 
with many others at home and abroad. To 
which it will be reply d: That our beſt 
Writers, at leaſt 2 their — _ 
the Papilts, are fo far from o the 
& t of the Church 4 Ka 8 
c turies aſter the Apoſtles, in any ſuch Senſe 
as the Biſhop is arguing for againſt his Ad- 

„ verſaries; that the Ae of them, Mr. 
| „ Ghillengworth, has declard upon the moſt 
mature Conſideration, bow uncertain gene- 
rally, how ſelf contradictory ſometimes, how 
K he cſteem'd this Judg- 
ent to be. He had ſeen Fathers againſt 
Fathers; Councils againſt Councils, the con- 
ſent of one Age, againſt the conſent of ano- 
ther; the ſame Fathers contradicting them- 

_ <;ſfelyes; and the like. And he found no reſt 
but in the Proteſtant rule of Faith. He was 
„willing n thing, as truth, 
4 Quad ſemper, ubigue, © ab omnibus; be- 
</-cauſe. he well judg d that nothing could be 
. conctiv d to be embrac d as truth at the very 
4 beginning, and ſo continue in all places, and 
at all times, but what was deliver'd at the 
_ >$beginging..;Burhe ſaw, with reſpect to ſome 
 H&4conproyented-Poines, how early the diffe- 
F Seunioent mas47 (Þ. 2054 206.) Tn 
2 (10181439 | | anlwer 
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a 
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atdayer. to this, HIhall not tate upon men 
determine chat Rank Mr « Chiltmgworth oughe 
9 8 among the. —— it being 
fr my 2 that many others, 
2dd thoſe: of chief nate fog Loening-aud, Jud 
Went, in cheir Comroverſids with, che agi 
24. chers, Wenne neee | 
Have rerommended, 0 the, ptimitive Mai- 
a as; every.:000) may? ſuof garn Who! Will 
rake ibe pains; rocdook de #heir:Books. ln 
the neut place iti a from this very Pſ- 
age of Mr. Chillingwartin bs htre — 


Ty tat his D. 1g was go Pre dappealing to- | 


Fathers aud Codhails, as a rate be er, 1 
x hrherenoto I have all along declarid, that 
Opinion the Scripture is 2 — off 
a and haue eee + 
figtly{ ot the primitive Wrjzers/ than eben“ 
met bod of dilcovering trũc Senſe of 5 
ture. In the:;thicd place, Heretis no 4" f 
peeſaly fad! by Me: Chilling wum f of the moſt 
n Writers or Councils, or of any who” 
Yd an the next afteri rhe: Apoſtles; he 
be may very well be underſtnod, notu ichſtand— 
ing my thing here produc N, f choſe latter 
Ages, Wherein both Fathers. and, Councils, de- 
geinetated from the Faick and Doctrine of thoſe 
who went before them which is — voy 
kRkely, begauſs mention het. follows of che 
Article, Which divided che Create from the 
Noman Communion; this having not beeno . 
R dilpurcd before the /euenth.. Cenrury.. 
8 8 he is incrodue'd, as, kr ww 
to 1 tt | pre S 


1 

preſo Terms c tuntr ve Points, but Hy- 
ing nothing of y principal Point of fed aith, 
__ -Borhibg of any Article Which Was drigivadly 
in che Nirent Creed. On the cuntraty, it may 
be obſetv'd in the laſt place, hoes plaibly 

ſpeaks of Doctrines receiv d by the Church in 
all plares and at all times, even from the very 
-btginning ; which for: that reaſon he pteſum d 
not to reject. Now it cannot poſſibly be known 
what theſe are, without having 5 to che 
Wititers of the primitive Ages: So that upon 
the whole, the method I recommended 
is ſo far from being contradicted, that it is fa 
ther enforcd by what this Writer hath cited 
from Mr. Chilling worth. Nay, what is more, 
even thoſe againſt whom almoſt my whole 
_Chare eis ſaid by this Writer to be 4 bitter 
8 488 be means the Impug- 
ners of our Lord's trus Divinity, theſe havivg | 
been chieſſy mention d by me) anght, in his 
Opinion, to be praiſed, and not reproath'd for 
enarauburing io ſet Men in the only way of | 
finding 'out- what the old original Beste, 
of Ohriſtianity believ' d, even in the truly moſt 
'eandy Age, were, (p. 163.) Which method if 
they tres would impartially follow, we 
ſnouid i ſoon have an end of Arianiſin; and he 
thints thoſe Men ſenſeleſs wha contend againſt 
following tht: — "Rules vf true 3 


ciſm in Interpreting o, Scripture ; or 1 
f ; ＋ 
* 


com par ing the Lesgsege of it with, 
_ vibewWirtters,\ who md the ſame Langna 
nn (p. 267.) In Which 
bai Paſſages 


F697 


pid: Sc that notirchſtanding'this Wri- 
tar: bath fo ſeveral Pages amus d bis Reader 
Wir 4 ſeeming” Confaration” of my Words, 
"whoſoever"! Impartiall rially” reads them in _ 
Charge, aud not as be hath” mavgledivand 
miſrepreſented them, will find that he can- 
not help coming into my Opinion as to this 
Poinr: He ſays farther to the ſame purpoſe, 
that F I contend, as in fact I have done, 'for 
yr, Doctrines which have a/ways been frm- 
by believ'd in the Church even” from the moi 
Carty 


H th 

arty Ager te our Times,” I may affire my [elf 
all baveno Adver ſeries. But, if I mean 
by Dodtrines the philoſophical "Exphications, 
or rherorical Flouriſhes, of particular Men, 
iy by Doctrines believ d always, tho/e Points 
i which there was a,gerperual known diffe- 
vence of Opinion; o uf, by the moſt early 
Ages, 1 mean not the mat eariy Ages (p. 263, 
260 that is, if 1 mean, as he would have me 
mean, and as he all along inſinuates to his Rea- 
ders that I do mean, tho* this Meaning never 
once entred into my Thoughts, and is contrary 
to my expreſs Words; then from my preten 
Meaning he may take the opportunity of draw- 
ing what Conſequences, and making what De- 
8 5 r hb the Sum of 
All the Pages he has on this Argument. 
But, how ur ſoever Tarn: nad may be 
as to the Method of having recourſe to the 
moſt Primitive Ages, When ſpoken of in the 
general, I am afraid his — 
n N incurr | 


1.65 


incur d GY, making uſe of 42 ogaih 
£1 9 7 5 on! a Hat Fa (b. 256 

2055 $ 1 Divinity. in the 
Parks 4: th Y, anl for that reaſon made. 285 
Opp tion e when th 2 Or- 


. l was fettled in the Nicene Coun- 
N their genuine Diſciples andSuc- 
ar 


TI 

| Wy 3 

7251 York e ſaid now to et Men in the 
150 of findin 72 out. what the old original 


5 A7 Chraſtianity, | belieu'd Ven in the 
72 muff early Age, were; whole, Attempts 


to.reviye | at, 151 5 call Primitive Chri- 
Itanity,. 0 0 hr by Ariani/: in, DE NED 
ſo fat favpur'd by this Writer, that in 
gane manner, wh 43g the, 1 vs 1 2 
| 7 ask'd, where was, the rote flant 
e | before . Lut ber he demands of mes 


ere thoſe. 15 ſecilions in Articles of 
4 Were 2 beginning, for which I'am 


Wl a Where choſe Liturgies are to 

75 2 which were from the beginning 
a8. fo 5900 e thoſe, whom I wi 

e no to exclude (Vick thoſe Subſcriptions 


* rohuman; le for. which I am contend- 
s pg ſo carneſtly? "Where that new Dialect, 
< and, new Ser. of Phraſes, were ar the begip- 


e ning, Which it is, e en dg'd, were not 
e d. fk 1200 1 fs Fa the. ch 
ming, e place of the Faith 
ach 0 [ \ 

2 ze (at 92 A NN d to the 

When bee Gre tons, ſhall be a- 

ro ts oh 15 , 3s he plaivly 


3 8 a,thing ee ſlible, b ee 
vÞ.1 


ö 


* 
1 


* 


. 
tc er Iii Hand ie my Charge, which f afire 
him, faith he, teirhout 75770 would not do for 
De bole World, p. 463.) HE dein nor chen 
ar preſent, 'n0, Bo fr te oboe or; ib: 
ſcribe of ſer his hand to my Charge; and this, 
on the account of thoſe Deciſcons in Articles 
of Faith, thoſe Liturgies, thoſe Subſtriptions, 
and thoſe new Phraſes, he means in the Creeds 
aud other Offices of the Church, for which, 
he fairh, T have there contended; and yer, on 
'a much leſs account than that of having rhe 
wvhole World, he himſelf hath often ſubſcrib'd 
to theſe Articles, Liturgies, and new Phraſes ; 
he earneſtly contends too, for the Lawfulnefs 
of thoſe Arts, whereby even Arians are enabled 
to ſubſcribe them, and with great Bitterneſs in- 
« yeighs againſt thoſe, who are of a contrary 
Opinion; and farther, as no Man can be or- 
dain'd, licens q to preach, collated or inſtituted 
to any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, before he bath 
fubſcrib'd, ſo there is no doubt, but this Writer 
moreover ſtill often requires others to make 
the fame Subſcription; So little Care he rakes 
to appear conſiſtent with hicnſelf. To his 
Queſtions it will be ſufficient to give this, ſhort 
Anſwer; that, as the Religion of Proteſtants, 
tho as ancient as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, could 
not properly be calPd the Proteſtant or Re- 
formed Religion before Luther, becauſe there 
could be no Reformation. till after Chriſtianity 
had been corrapted-by Popery, ſo the Faith 
contain d in our Articles, Creeds, and Licur- 


gies, is the ſame,” which was at firſt de/iver'd 


zo 


/ 


to the Saints ;, but there was no WHY of having 
it expreſs in ſuch Terms and Phrales, as would 
be a elk againſt Arianiſin, befote the Arian 
Hereſy was publiſh'd, that is, before the fourth 
carury. . 1 hope there is no harm, in ſaying, 
ar the ſame DoQtrine may Ls truly expreſs'd. 


in different Phraſes; and if 18 Writer is in- 


clin d to enter ſo far into this ontroverly, as 9 
to ſhew, that the Doctrine of our Lord's truc f 
Divinity, as explain'd in the Nicene Creed f 
in oppoſition to that of Arrius, is not the ſame 
in Senſe with that, which was deliver'd by our ; 
Lord himſelf and his Apoſtles, and thence for- | 
ward conſtantly maintain'd by the Church; I 1 
have already ſaid, that his Reaſons may in due f 
J 
There are. ſtill behind ſeyeral other Excepti- i 
ons or Cavils, which, tho' of no weight in i 
Wehn having been inſiſted upon with f 
Treat Earneſtneſs, may perhaps ſeem to call for = 
tome Anſwer; ſuch is that, wherein he com- ö 


diele that in the ſame Article of my Diſcourſe 
the Word Church hath been us'd in very diffe- 
rent, or rather oppoſite Senſes. The Word 
« Church, /ays he, we ſee, is upon ſeveral Oc- 
4 caſions, veſted with ſeveral and differing 
« 'Sipnifications. In the Page before, the Church 
« was an orderly Society under Governors; 
& t , wo N Lait Gs; 11 hs N * 

that is, Was the ity. Iu chis Page, the 
« Church is, on a ſudden, thoſe Governors on · 
Church is, on a Tudden, thoſe Governors on- 
« ſy: for 1 wilt be 10 jult to the Biſhop as to 


. 4 - \ by 


«ſay, that 1 do hot at all ſuſpect him to give 


«y : Laity this Aut ority ; mean che 


"1 


2 
1 * 


” 


* 


or e it would be, if it Was | 
made up ext ire ly wy H 15 This Miſte- 


it ſelf, and not, o 
. immediate Exerciſe 
and therefore, tho 71 all never declibe oh any. 


t occaſion to e whom It 


4 . 
45 

4 15 that he Will ner 25 5 
4 29 tele ko; be the Chireh, Which als 
11555 Fi n'd 1 why our Artieles ; aud Whic 


Ky Peopte „ Ge. the. Laity, as-well 4s as Clergy: 55 
hy he 


705 U TI 
ebefote this” "Nay: 


dn | 4 ks Wy he 


Chürch wh 


is declatd to 


ea Oongteg ation .of fairbful 


5 nr ally i inte this Definition. 
1p ops 1 not” at any ſuch Difficulties: 


45 Ki Without regarding Githbr to make hi! 15 


ce fe "Confffterk: with himſelf; or dür Articles 


. with thetfelves ;; is contented with the 
5 Sound of the Words, the Church: bath Au- 
7 4 in Cohtrdverſi es of. Faith, meaning 


& by the Church here, what e he, nor 


c 98 Articles themſelves, mean, in - other 


places“ (p. 228, 229.) In which Words it 
may be obſery/d; he tells us, ;cHat the Church 
an or. erty Society under Governors 15 the 
Ta that iS, A 7 without dhe Order 


preſentation, js the N of all the Declama- 


tion which follows. For, if the Governors of 
; the Church be included in this Deſcription, then 


part of f 1 Authority, Which of 


f rig it Is Ec ercis d by theſe Governors, f may pro- 


perly and conſiſtentiy be laid to be yelled hehe 

burch, But if 221 of Felke A 

ir el 9 ihe Pos to Why th 4. — 
this An Otity 2 2 3 


et 
_— 


(0651 


bez ver il Fer e dent u my wo fag 
Mm the. L onde of the Article, hat the durch 
Hath Authority in Curso ver er of Faith, 
Wuhout enquiriug werlier the exerciſe of this 
Aurhority was of right immediately veſted. in 
che Clergy and People together; or ia the 
Clergy alone; ot in the ſuperior rt of the 
Clergy exclufively of the reſt. Whatſoever 
prog belongs th right to any of theſe; 
oy rb be Bick to b 
dae ek theſe and the like Queſtions 
Fig Bytnns Aa foreign e to the Subject of which 
But 1 muſt nor (pals over 
05 "Head. ichen obſerving in how looſe 
4d "imperft& a manner he ſpeaks of the 
Church as a Viſchle Society: and this, in a 


caſe wherein he” thought himſelf concern'd to 


offer ſomething in bis own Defence and Ju- 
ſtificarion, and tbereſote ought to have ſpoken 
as Clearly and explicitely ah he could. I had 
obſery'd, that ſome Men deſtrey'd the 
Foundation bf all Eerleſtaſtital Aurhority by 


e the Church, Father 4 4 Number 


Perſons diſunited from, and dependent un, 
ne. another, than ar an orderly Society under 
. lawful G roernots. of divitie or nereſſary 2 

Poiutment: Aud the Authority of which 1 
a Was FE 'Was*hor” any thay: confert d 


2 arbitrary Will wor 15 Nen rof Men, but 
ex preſſly Th gfe Hud] Power 'whirh 


þ = Lord 25 bed; "that be e 
dJelees to dear himſelf rom che Tinputativh of 
e the Fogy: this Aorbericy, 


tion of 
muſt 


ng to rf Church; 


. 
muſt ſpeak of the Church as ordain d by Crit 
8 orderly Soriety under. 1 
nd not as conſſitutet merely by human Choice 
bi Appointment, .” Inſtead of which, this Wii. 
tex, Who, according to his Cuſtom takes this 
Whole matter to himſelf, declares only, that 
a viſtbie Churches ought to be orderly Socie- 
tien < If the Biſhop means by this, that any 
<' Perſons have maintain'd chat the viſible 
Church, or that any particular viſible Con- 
gregation or Society of profels'd Chriſtians, 
dught not to be an orderly Society made 
< up of Governors, or Leaders, or Guides, or 
Teachers as well as of others; he ought to 
* name the Perſons plainly. For my own 
4+ part, I have more than ſonce declard my 
e FTbougghts, that all viſible. Churches ought 

| <«. to be orderly Societies. (p. 227.) He doth 
not declare that the Church is by Chri/f's ap- 
poiutment 4 viſible and orderly Society * 
Governors, or that Chriſtians are by Chriſt's 
appointment _ ordinarily oblig'd to be Mem- 

bers. of this viſible and orderly Society, which, 

nevertheleſs. he ' ought to have declar'd, if he 
fir'd to free himſelf from the Imputation © 
deſtroying the Foundation of Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
ehoriry,. as deriv'd from our Lord's Appoint- 
ment; bur inſtead of this, he declares, that he 
knows of no Perſon who. maintains that the 
viſible Church, or any parte viſible Congre- 
gation. ought not to be an orderly Oct ae 


* 


* 


up of Governors, as well as. of ers - and tha 
be himſelf hach more then once, decker bit 
N F nnn 


— 
_ 


Wa 
Teng bhi, that. all 10 Churches ought K. 
Be orderly. Societies. It may be ſo; and y 
ble may not believe that any Chriſtian. is by 
_ Ehriff's Appointment oblig d to be 2 Mem- 
ber of this viſible Society; or that thoſe who 
inted by Chrift, 


of Per ſons dzſ- 


wake up the Church as ap 
ate otherwiſe. than 4 aumber 


united from, and independent on one another; 


and there ſeems to me to be nothing more de- 
clar'd in this place, than might as well have 


been declard by one who is no Chriſtian. 


Such an one as this, tho? he ſhould ever fo 
much defire to have no viſible Church, nor any 


other Chriſtian Church in the World, might 


nevertheleſs, for the ſake of the publick civil 
Peace, and for ſeveral other obvious reaſons 
ns rhat in his Opinion all viſible Churches 
 oughr ro be orderly Societies; and for that end, 
ut er Governors, Leaders, Guides or T, each- 
ers; without which they would not long be 
orderly. What this Writer's real Sentiments 
ats of the Power which our Lord left in his 


Church, or of the neceſſity of . ny vi- 


ſible Church, I ſhall not examine; this being 
foreign to my Purpoſe : But ſure the defence he 
hath here made for himſelf as to theſe Points, 
is very lame and defective. 
I am charg d with another Incooſiſtency, a and 
tis of vo {mall Conſequence, for hayi 
that it is da#gerons to impoſe huma 2 rag 
7 . the Precept, of God; and, that chere 


th be ee 7 Bel * excluded from Com- 
2 munion, 
, T 


reat Fault when, any one of 


* 
E. 4 


| wenteons, for Af tic 
_ gear Inoonſiſtenc W Which he declaims 


» 
oy” 
* 
1 


„ 


a | * Y 76 iat ; 
b W 4rigss Invented by | 
fy. tute aud Reaſon 1% the 050 Hi 
of alth;. all this 


approy of impoſiog 13 
„Which as is, ptetended, are human T 
s of Faith. This is the 


not fat from: rhe ag dg of his Poſt/cripe, 
which afterwards in ſeveral parts of it her 
cales;, and again, juſt before his. Gahan 
inculcates with triumph, as if he had in 97 
earneſt thought I had contradicted my ſelf; 
aud perhaps, ſuch of his Readers as will a 


be ar che pains of looking into my Diſco 
may think ſo too. But in anſwer to this O 
zedtion, there is no need of doing any ching 
Farther, than to repeat the Sentence wherein 1 
have ſpoken of human Dergſions, which rugs 
hoy e One of the chief Cauſes of their 
« Colmplaint, is the obliging, Men to 2 
4. belt Aſſent to human Deciſt F ts FAS they me 
66 call'd; that is, to Articles of Falth, or Doc 

<« trine,. which however clearly deduc'd. n 
the holy Scri tures, are not found there in 
4 expreſs Words” Here bumns Deciſion is 
not a Phraſe of mine, but repeated from Tome 
ofthis Writer's Wende (for rakes them 
aby\nndertaking their Defence r 

n 8 85 of Reproach, Thus call: 
2 Faith 8s dry fo vor appr 939 


1 under-" * 
* nas 


Fs 


V+ * 
* * — 0 


+ 
* 


I'nngerſtand thereby ſuch Article d, ad 
none but ſuch, as ate rlearty drdue'd from ebe 
Holy Scriptures, tho' not found there mt expre [3 
 Wiras; and which in the very next Sentetibe are 
affirmi'dgo contain the t Senſe and Tt oypreta: 
tion fe Words of Scripture I defire theyetore 
to know, where is the Incomtiſtency of faying, 
that there i 4 great Fault, when any Believer 
is excluded from Communion, who. deſires tu em. 
brace it on the Terms preſcribd by God; "and 
laying, that ##fiches | of Faith clearly deduc'd 
from Scriptare,. which are the Terms preſtribu 
by God, may be impos'd in order to Communion: 
or of ſaying,” that human Inventiont, that is, 
Doctrines invented by Men, ought not to be requi- 
red as Terms of Communion ; and yet, that Ay. 
ticles of Faith #learly deduc'd from the Scripture 
may be requir'd as Terms of Communion. 'Sure he 
muſt ſtand in great need of good Arguments, ho 
ſo much inſiſts on theſe poor and trifling Cavils. 
I have ſpoken of ſome, who allow rhemfelyes ro 
ſubſcribe the Articles of the Church in aug Senſe 
agreeable ta the Scriptures (that is, withour dou | 
in ſome. Senſe,” which they themſelves think a- 
greeable to Scripture) even when this Sen. 
notoriouſſy repagnant to the natural 5 55 


Senſe ir 

x wificats- 

on bf the Wards of thoſe Articles. Here he would 
have me to affirm, that the Seuſe, meaning the 
true and real Szp/e, of Seripture is notoriouſſg re- 


 is;eyidently. contrary to the plain deſigu of my 
whole Diſcourſe on the Subject of Subfeription; 

hut, I hope, chere was n Harm in affirming, thac 
the Senſe of Feripture, r Ayians 


and 


+ 


(*4] 
Solis," is ö r repng tt vor br 
2 N Ts wht Scripture ir felt. 
"Fam Huch U. amd for 


| having diſallow'd 
that Latitude io ſablecibing the Lit and/Ar- 


tictes of tlie Chutch, which this Writer thinks 
y texſobablegandintcelſary.' . Hewiſherh 
1 would Miveinder'whar was the Caſe of 
Beh Bull, with relation to that Senſe in 
«/y ich tie underſtood fome:of our Dodrinal Ar- 
«465 Wholly diſſerent frotn che once generally 
«eceiv'd Senſe of tliem, He wiſheth L would con- 
eee what an alteration of the Senſe, in which 
had us d to be underſtood, was brought in 
an] almoſt univerſally ſettled: by Archbiſhop 
ark Sn And many other rhings, before 
RL again cenſure the Rule of ſlibſcribiug Words 
| le ofa Seuſe to Scripture, in that 
Fn Seule in which, ſays he, we think them fo, Sc.“ 
Pe 589” He ſays farther; that “ in ſeveral Caſes 
impoſſible to be certaim in hat Senſe 
rn who impos d the u, un- 
« derſtgod the Artikles : and that King James l. 
4 i bis Declatarion patroniz d the ſub- 
4 \bribitig the ſamie Articles in ſeveral not only 
different, but contradictory, Seuſes, Se. (p. 
Aud he gives a inſtance in the Article of 
rift Deſctnt itto Hell, Which is w1iver/c 
ellos; 2s be Hith, to bear diffrrent Senſes { , 
N In anſwer to which; wit ral ot hert 
© Hacer the fue Heal, it may be Eonfider'd; 'rhar 
Have never diſallow'd amy Latuude, Which is 
conſiſtent w ick che ee the Articles, 
ber on pen; om Latitude, which is ee td the 
Bir 


25 


n of 'the Wards {and chat 
this 


* 


va =—— r hed 0 


ing of che Words, and the Senſe of Scripture decla- 
Doctrines, 


' "Ss 
" als 


gement to us, that 
they all agree in the true, a ſual, /teral meaning 
e f the faid Articles.” .. After which follows this 
Injunction: That no Man hereafter ſhall cither 
ce print or preach to draw the Article aſide any 
way, but ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain aud full 
4 meaning thereof; and ſhall not put his on 
“ Senſe or Comment to be the meaning of the 
« Article, but ſhall take it in the Literal and 
« Grammatical Senſe. Neither have I ever de- 
nied, that in the Articles there are ſome ambigu- 
ous Expreſſions, or that theſe Expreſſions. may 
be ſubſcrib'd in any ſuch Senſe, as is agreeable 
to the literal and receiv d Signification. Of this 
the Article of our Lord's Deſcent into Hell may 
erhaps pals ſor an Example. This Article is 
— ey a Paſſage — which, in 
evety Age, ſince the Scripture was fir{t publith'd, 
harh probably been underſtood in various Srnſes; 
and, tho“ ſome one of theſe Senſes might in ſeve- 


ral Ages prevail more than the reſt, the Church 


hath not thought ſit to interpoſe her Authority in 


this Matter. Every Man, therefore, is leſt at li. 


berty to underſtand this Article in any one of 
thoſe Senſes which agrees with the literal mean- 


red in other Places. Neither have I deny'd, chat 


expreſs d in genarai Terme, may. law 
W fully 


' * 4 


fue ib d by choſe, wm differ rm one a- 
nother ii che nartigular Explication of thaſe Do- 


2B beporren; and that che Holy Ghoſt? 


aud. intricate Queſtions about the particmlam man- 


ner of this Gra inna and Proceſſiun; which, as 


the Scriptures have not clearly reveal d, ſo nei- 
ther hath the Church determin'd. Thus alſo it 


maʒobe ſaid, that ſome ate predeſtinated to eter- 
au ift; as well by thoſe, who in the particu- 
Au Account of this Doctrine follow) the Scheme 
_ of Studuften, as by thoſe, who rather adhere to 
that of Mr. Caluin, and by others, who do not 
entirely acquieſce in either of theſe. The like 
may be faid of the Doctrine of Fuſtification by 
Hanh unh, and ſeveral others contain'd in the 
2 Articles; in the particular Explication wheres 
io as ſome of thoſe who co 
undoubtedly differ d from others; tho agreeing 
in the general Words, ſo Archbiſhop Laud, 
Biſhop and their reſpective Followers, were 
at liberty to: diſagree with any of the Writets, 
who went before them. Ia theſe things, what 
ſoever the private Judgment of ſome or more of 
thoſe Perſons might be, by whom the Articles 
were compil d, they intended not to 
others: for had this been their deſign; 


they wauld 


nnotchave contented themſelves with ſpeaking in 


ly Whereto tis com- 
manded in the beforemention d Royal: Drriara · 
in We will hat all further curiòus Search be 
—_  *© nie aſide, and theſe Diſpures ſhut up in God's 
% Promiſes, as they be generally fer: ſotth to us 


NR. 4 * 
zac . ; *in 


Ctriaesd Such, for inſtance, mays ſay mat che Son 
proceedeth, 
Who do not agree in their Auſwers to ſeveral nice 


mpos'd the Articles 


oſe it on 


F 


in 


# 


1 


e in che holy Scriptures, 


of Opinion; and, perhaps, there, is no cſtabliſti d 


Clergy, char I am at a loſs for a proper Anlwer. 


Le 


ing of the Articles of the Church of Hegi 
$2actording tothem; And Men are forhiddeu to 
put theif own, Senſe or Comment to be the 
 <-meaningof the Article; 5. 4544 200 obo, 
33! But to ſay, as this Writengglerh (p. 2 elthat 
ther are not perbapa ten Me the Charih noc, 
who ſubſerthe in their (the Impoſers) Sen/e;ty tine 
Articles in which their Senſe: is moſh kuotunxi.as 
ſo. prodigious a Calumny on the ,Bodydof: che 


All F can conclude hence is ouly this, that | 
of his particular Friends have evaſive Arts ta e 
the true meaning of the Liturgy. and Articles but 
for the reſt of the Clergy, I am parſuaded they 
are generally too honeſt. Men, to ſubſctibe in aay 
but tlie plain, uſual, and literal Senſe af the 
Words, and then they cannot fail of anſwering 
the true deſigu of thoſe, who impoſe this Sabſuri- 
ption. Tis plain then, that nothing I have ſaid is 
inconſiſtent with allow ing a very great diverſity 


Proteſtant Church in the World, the Clergy here- 
of enjoy a greater liberty in this reſpect, than thoſe 
of the Church of Exglaud; whercof, it were tobe 
wilh d, that ſome of them would make a better uſe, 


than of late they have done. But on the other ſide, 


is no leſs plain that there 15-2 diverſity. of Opi- 


nion which the Articles were defign'dco prevent: 


as tis declat d in the very Title, which runs thus: 
Articles agreed upon by the Archbiſhops and Bi- 
. < ſhops, Se., for the avoiding of Diverſities pf 
„ Opinions, and for the Dr — 4 a 
touching true Religion. Aud if they were 
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not farerified to prevent fome-divetfiry! of Opinion, 
ir w be Hard to fay; for what Bbd or Hurpoſe 
weße intended. 1 ů—ů—ů 
"re levera of the peculiar: Tentts of the 
there condemnud: The Articles, 
hett vhis is den were undoubredly defign'd 
aw VPefb againſt Mpery; and he, that ſhallval- 
lowPupifty to ſubſeribe theſe, may with equal rea- 
foroaffirm;' that any Proteſtant may lawtully ſer 
td all the Doctrines of the Council of 
Nen. In the ſame manner the NMicene and 
Human Creeds were confeſſedly deſigud as 
Teſts kpaioft- Hrianiſin; and they ate as full and 
erphend rb This Purpote, as any which the wit 
o Man cam invent: To ſay therefore; that cheſe 
my law fully be ſubſotib d EY tofeſs d Ad- 
vodateb f Eee or ro Bays 2 That they 
hof as well in their publick Preaching and 
_ «Writings, as in their private Converſation, are 
© known: 5 to aſſert that the Son and 
the Holy Spirit are neither the fame in Sub- 
«ſtance With * 

5 „ Power, or any other Attribute, may law - 
iy declare in the Words of — 
«Office, that in the ever bleſſed” Trinity there 
are three Perſons in one Subſtances" for that 
« -which tee believe of the Glory of the Father; 
« the ſame we believe of the Son and of the — 2 
boflf, uit bour any ba Barns uality'® : 
To ſay rhis is to affirm that, Which, is repug- 
nannt 2 the plaiueſt Rules of common Hone- 
ſtty, and evidently tends to deſtroy all ν,˖ 
Truft* and Confidence: How far it becomes the 
bo ra of a Bijhop, or — to — 


—— — 
See Cha; Se, 49. p. 125 > 


wet 


e Father, nor equal to him in Glo- | 


5 
17 
t | 


| have deteſted 
à very full and 


s ſincerity, we may bid farewell to Princi 
„ and Wien, will be little elle but I ht 


. and: Example of thoſe 


„ Morals of a Nation. If either 8 
_  <, one Hand, or Church Subſcriptions on the arthery 


1 * 
theſe and the like Preovarications, I leave this Wri - 


tetao judge: Hut it he will rake this Pefence upon 
himkdFoke uſt have recoutſec to tho A 


FJiſiuit who plead foak 
vocktions and mental * aud notithink) 
to dhclter himſelf under the Names of Atchbithop, 
and Hiſhop Bull; tor Moſe ATT 
bath ſhewn no regard in other Cales, ani 

this Caſe, and all others of the like are meu 


any ſuch Practice hop Bull 
ar Anſwer hath bgetylacely 


iven; the areſt of Which, it ha littlg. vt 
— — Hedte Archbiſhop/ 1 


Ls; but 
ſince this Writer ſcems fiot to dave read, 


or to have forgot it as not to his P 


unpoſe, I hall 
refer him to the Book in the Margin, r 


being too long to be herd 


Paſſage 
15 ſhall-cranſerib thence (for which I ask the — 


thy Author's Pardon) only theſe few Linesa Such 
4 Prevarication is in it ſelſ% a ae he * 


5.,would in time have a very ill inc on the 
= 


once come to be made light of; and Subtilties 
<«, be invented to defend or palliate ſuch groſs In- 


. Atheiſm d. N rene 


PN. 4 


% 


| W riter's Poſter: 
Anſwer; having 
1 W invectives, which make 1 a — 


ö | viniry, Kc. 
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Thus I have . all the Paſſages of this 
ipt, which {eem'd to deſerve any 
before reſoly d not to reply to 
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Lots ir. Gu ches Ihe. ſhallday? 
 rotheluicrous and very extfadrdt n y-Harangge: -- 


* harhnade for me juſt, before ii Ty 
| ex to leave it upon the Ri 


1 Mind; bie, — e 
ir is oompos d of man palpable. and _ 
3 rein 


, lo may perhap 
1 br ae phter of thoſe Mitts, 2 
ehen m mall ſay to ſuch 4 Treatment 
ah chi thanhis Time have been bet- 
* der employ n ſer ious Exhortation te his 
4 erg — = 4 be ; reads gver 
mygDiſzourle will A chief Deſign ofic 
Was te —ů andfincere Profeſſi- 
on 'ofghat Noly — which the Laws of God 
find * d among ns, with a practice 
a0 > 17 rg ee Se, 
Ga t, e chief human 
both of bur Religion and our ci ¶ Hiberties How |. 
far Ihgve liiceceded herein; 1 mit leave others i 
Lam glad to find the Perſons 
my Conduct, are ſui as ere be. 
d with the Doctrine and Pracq- 
Ser the Church of Eagland and of the 5 | 
ay oy Churches abroad ern 4 
eſteem the lndignities, which I have ſuffer'd; or 
malz bereafter ſufſer in this Cauſe; to bea mot 
uſt ground of Joy and Satisfaction ſo L hope, the AJ 
will us none of you from 4 | 
ame great and 70 ood Ends _ the utmoſt of your 
0 Power. May e all be ſtedfaſt, unmlovehbie, . 
ee abounding. in the 2 ork f the Toru; 2 
1 are ar we: krrow-That our. Labour — 695. 
1 "= > 4 inthe Lord: Sr it 
Aim . a Broakila,. 1 
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